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disciple:

a step-by-step guide through Scripture

> encounter.

// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same.

Studying God’s Word is one of the best ways
to grow your relationship with God, be tuned
to the Holy Spirit, and get to know Jesus
intimately. John 1 tells us that the Word is
God, the writer of Psalms tells us it will light
our path, and Jesus tells us in John 8 if we
abide in His Word, we are truly His disciples.

This tool is just one of the many ways to study
the Bible. It is designed to help guide you as
you seek to understand the context of each
verse, what it meant to its original audience,
and what it means to us today.

There are a few ways you can use this PDF.

Print the PDF

_Or_

etc.), and fill it our digitally.

_Or_

5 Marks of a Disciple:

Know Jesus Intimately

Follow the Holy Spirit
Relentlessly

Obey God’s Word
Completely

Love His Church
Wholeheartedly

Seek the Lost Intentionally

Download the PDF, open in notes app (GoodNotes, Notability,

Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal.
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Week of July 27 // Conversation August 2
Jesus the Master Teacher // Mark 4:26-34

intro.

In Mark 4 we have learned that hearing God’s Word is not the same as
acceptance of God’s Word. His Word only takes root when we believe that it is
true and respond accordingly. Pastor Tim Rogers shared, this past week, “There
are many voices that seek our attention, but only a few that get our affection.”
Is God and His Word getting our affection? Daniel Truxler will be continuing
our conversation from Jesus, Our Master Teacher, where Jesus says the
Kingdom of God is like a farmer who scatters seeds. Let’'s go deeper and see
what God’s Word says about this.

pray.

Before you open God’s Word, open your heart in prayer.

“God, thank you for the gift of Your Word. As | study today open my heart and
mind to understand the truths Jesus taught about Your Kingdom. Give me a
humble heart that is willing to listen, faith to believe what You say, and courage
to live in obedience. Let Your Word take root.

observe.

Read the Scripture below and mark the following words.
01 Underline “Kingdom of God”
02 Circle the word “earth”

03 Put a rectangle around every mention of “seed”



Mark 4:26-34 (NLT)

26 Jesus also said, “The Kingdom of God is like a farmer who scatters seed on
the ground. 27 Night and day, while he’s asleep or awake, the seed sprouts and
grows, but he does not understand how it happens. 28 The earth produces the
crops on its own. First a leaf blade pushes through, then the heads of wheat
are formed, and finally the grain ripens. 2° And as soon as the grain is ready,

the farmer comes and harvests it with a sickle, for the harvest time has come.”

30 Jesus said, “How can | describe the Kingdom of God? What story should |
use to illustrate it? 31t is like a mustard seed planted in the ground. It is the
smallest of all seeds, %2 but it becomes the largest of all garden plants; it grows

long branches, and birds can make nests in its shade.”

33 Jesus used many similar stories and illustrations to teach the people as much
as they could understand. 34 In fact, in his public ministry he never taught
without using parables; but afterward, when he was alone with his disciples, he

explained everything to them.

interpret.

01 How does Jesus describe the Kingdom of God in verses 26-277

02 What is the farmer of Mark 4:26 responsible for?

03 Does the farmer understand how the seed grew?



04 List the ways the earth produces the crop.
a.

b.

C.

05 What takes place when the grain is ready?

06 How does Jesus describe the Kingdom of God in verses 30-32?

07 It takes 20,000 mustard seeds to equal 1 ounce. How big does one mustard
seed grow according to these verses?

08 How did Jesus typically teach the crowds? vs. 34

09 Who did Jesus explain the parables to?

apply.

O1 There is a gradual stage of growth for a crop. What might this symbolize in
a believer’s life or in the growing of God’s Kingdom?



02 How do the two parables (the growing seed & the mustard seed)
complement one another in describing the Kingdom of God? (i.e. letting the
light of Jesus shine in the darkness)

03 How can these parables of truth protect you from discouragement when
people do not respond immediately to the gospel?

04 Do you struggle with wanting to see immediate results from your labor in
other people’s lives? Why do you think that is?

bring it together.

The Bible isn’t just an instruction manual or a list of rules to follow. It is alive. It
lives and works its life into us (if we let it). Like a seed, the Word of God has a
hidden and mysterious power (how God uses it).

We don’'t need to worry about how the kingdom will grow - God will take care
of that. We are to plant the gospel seeds.

God’s kingdom grows according to His power and timing. Though its
beginnings may seem small and its progress slow, God faithfully brings His
work to completion and produces a harvest in His perfect timing.

R.C. Sproul said, “This parable teaches me that the things | say and do, though
they seem infinitely insignificant to me, may have eternal significance as God
uses me in the building of His Kingdom.”



