
 

 

 

 

disciple: 
// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same. 

 

Studying God’s Word is one of the best ways 
to grow your relationship with God, be tuned 
to the Holy Spirit, and get to know Jesus 
intimately. John 1 tells us that the Word is 
God, the writer of Psalms tells us it will light 
our path, and Jesus tells us in John 8 if we 
abide in His Word, we are truly His disciples. 

 

This tool is just one of the many ways to study 
the Bible. It is designed to help guide you as 
you seek to understand the context of each 
verse, what it meant to its original audience, 
and what it means to us today.  

 

There are a few ways you can use this PDF. 

 

01 Print the PDF 

-or- 

02  Download the PDF, open in notes app (GoodNotes, Notability, 
etc.), and fill it our digitally. 
 
-or- 
 

03 Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal. 
  

 

 

 

5 Marks of a Disciple: 

• Know Jesus Intimately 
 

• Follow the Holy Spirit 
Relentlessly 
 

• Obey God’s Word 
Completely 
 

• Love His Church 
Wholeheartedly 
 

• Seek the Lost Intentionally 



 

 

  Week of July 13 // Conversation July 19 

                                     Jesus the Master Teacher // Mark 4:1-20 

 
intro. 
 

Jesus’ parable in Mark 4:1-20 uses the image of a farmer planting seed to 
illustrate how God’s word is received by different people. The “seed” represents 
the message of the Kingdom of God, and the “soil” represents the condition of 
the heart. Guest Pastor Tim Rogers will be at Gateway this Sunday to further 
teach us about this lesson from the Master Teacher. 

 

pray. 
 

Now, before you begin, please ask God to reveal Himself through His Word and 
to transform you into the image of His Son.  You may want to pray something 
like this -  

"Jesus, when my mind wanders and my heart feels restless, draw me back to 
You. Remind me that You are my peace and my purpose. Help me to choose 
Your presence over the pull of the world, and to rest in the safety of Your 
embrace. In Jesus’ name, Amen." 

 

observe.  
   

Read the Scripture below and mark the following words.  

01 Draw a cross over every reference to Jesus and His pronouns. 

  

02 Underline the words, “message” and “word”. 

 

03 Circle all the words “seed(s)”. 



 

Mark 4:1-20 (NLT) 
1 Once again Jesus began teaching by the lakeshore. A very large crowd soon 

gathered around him, so he got into a boat. Then he sat in the boat while all 

the people remained on the shore. 2 He taught them by telling many stories in 

the form of parables, such as this one: 

3 “Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seed. 4 As he scattered it across his 

field, some of the seed fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate it. 5 Other 

seed fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seed sprouted quickly 

because the soil was shallow. 6 But the plant soon wilted under the hot sun, 

and since it didn’t have deep roots, it died. 7 Other seed fell among thorns that 

grew up and choked out the tender plants so they produced no grain. 8 Still 

other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they sprouted, grew, and produced a crop 

that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had been 

planted!” 9 Then he said, “Anyone with ears to hear should listen and 

understand.” 

10 Later, when Jesus was alone with the twelve disciples and with the others 

who were gathered around, they asked him what the parables meant. 

11 He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secret of the Kingdom of 

God. But I use parables for everything I say to outsiders, 

12 so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: 

‘When they see what I do, 

    they will learn nothing. 

When they hear what I say, 

    they will not understand. 



 

Otherwise, they will turn to me 

    and be forgiven.’” 

13 Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this 

parable, how will you understand all the other parables? 14 The farmer plants 

seed by taking God’s word to others. 15 The seed that fell on the footpath 

represents those who hear the message, only to have Satan come at once and 

take it away. 16 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the 

message and immediately receive it with joy. 17 But since they don’t have deep 

roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they have problems or are 

persecuted for believing God’s word. 18 The seed that fell among the thorns 

represents others who hear God’s word, 19 but all too quickly the message is 

crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for 

other things, so no fruit is produced. 20 And the seed that fell on good soil 

represents those who hear and accept God’s word and produce a harvest of 

thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!” 

interpret. 
01 What does the term seed represent in verses 3-8?  

 

 

 

02 Why did Jesus explain the parable to the twelve disciples? 

 

 

 

03 Why do you think Jesus used a parable involving a farmer and seed with 
this very large crowd? 



 

apply. 

01 When the seed is planted, there are four different results of its landing in the 
soil.  List the four results below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02 Take time this week to reflect on these questions: 
      “Of what value is Jesus’ parable to you in this present day?”   
      “Have you experienced any of the different heart conditions (soils) in your 
life?” 

 

 

 

bring it together. 
In short, this parable calls us to examine our spiritual condition, protect our 
heart from distractions, and actively nurture God’s Word so that we may 
produce abundant fruit for His kingdom. 

Some practical steps: 

• Daily reflection — Spend time in Scripture and prayer to keep the Word 
alive. 

• Community accountability — Surround yourself with believers who 
encourage spiritual growth. 

• Mindful living — Prioritize God’s kingdom values over worldly 
distractions. 

• Gratitude and trust — Acknowledge God’s work in your life and trust Him 
to produce the harvest. 


