
 

 

 

 

disciple: 
// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same. 

 

Studying God’s Word is one of the best ways 
to grow your relationship with God, be tuned 
to the Holy Spirit, and get to know Jesus 
intimately. John 1 tells us that the Word is 
God, the writer of Psalms tells us it will light 
our path, and Jesus tells us in John 8 if we 
abide in His Word, we are truly His disciples. 

 

This tool is just one of the many ways to study 
the Bible. It is designed to help guide you as 
you seek to understand the context of each 
verse, what it meant to its original audience, 
and what it means to us today.  

 

There are a few ways you can use this PDF. 

 

01 Print the PDF 

-or- 

02  Download the PDF, open in notes app (GoodNotes, Notability, 
etc.), and fill it our digitally. 
 
-or- 
 

03 Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal. 
  

 

 

 

5 Marks of a Disciple: 

• Know Jesus Intimately 
 

• Follow the Holy Spirit 
Relentlessly 
 

• Obey God’s Word 
Completely 
 

• Love His Church 
Wholeheartedly 
 

• Seek the Lost Intentionally 



 

 

Week of January 19 // Conversation January 25 

Same Page – Faith & Works // James + 
various Scriptures 

 
 
intro. 
 

As we continue our sermon series, “Same Page,” we learn that together, 
salvation is a gift of grace received by faith, and that true faith is proven 
genuine by a life of good works—works do not save us, but they reveal the 
reality of our faith. 

 
 

pray. 
 

In John 14:26, Jesus tells His disciples that the Father will send the Holy Spirit 
to them. Here’s what Jesus said to them: “But when the Father sends the 
Advocate as My representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—He will teach you 
everything and will remind you of everything I have told you.” The Holy Spirit is 
still our Advocate today. He teaches us everything and reminds us of the words 
of Jesus. As you settle into the devotional this week, ask the Holy Spirit to 
guide you in all truth. Ask Him to open up the Word to you and help you get 
ready for Sunday’s message.  

 

observe.  
   

This week, we are going to study some of the key passages that Pastor Jon will 
be touching on in his message on Sunday. The topic -  Faith and Works.  

Our first passage illustrates that works do not save you. The example we’re 
going to study comes from Acts 15. 



 

Acts 15:1 and 11 (NLT) 
1While Paul and Barnabas were at Antioch of Syria, some men from Judea 
arrived and began to teach the believers: “Unless you are circumcised as 
required by the law of Moses, you cannot be saved.”  

The debate on this issue was such a big deal that Paul and Barnabas went all 
the way to Jerusalem to talk to the apostles and elders about it. After a long 
discussion, Peter came to this conclusion in verse 11:  

11 We believe that we are all saved the same way, by the undeserved grace of 
the Lord Jesus.” 

This is still true today! We are not saved by outward works or rituals that we do 
(like the way Jews were circumcised back in Biblical times). Faith in Christ 
alone is the only way to spend eternity with your maker, according to His 
undeserved grace.  

 

Romans 3:25-28 (NLT) 

25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with 
God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood. This 
sacrifice shows that God was being fair when he held back and did not punish 
those who sinned in times past, 26 for he was looking ahead and including them 
in what he would do in this present time. God did this to demonstrate his 
righteousness, for he himself is fair and just, and he makes sinners right in his 
sight when they believe in Jesus. 

27 Can we boast, then, that we have done anything to be accepted by God? No, 
because our acquittal is not based on obeying the law. It is based on faith. 28 So 
we are made right with God through faith and not by obeying the law. 

 

Now that we know we are made right with God through faith in Jesus alone, 
it’s time to look at ways we can demonstrate our faith. What should your faith 
produce in your life?  

 

 

 

James 2:14-17 (NLT) 

14 What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t 
show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? 15 Suppose you see 



 

a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, 16 and you say, “Good-bye and 
have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—but then you don’t give that person 
any food or clothing. What good does that do? 

17 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is 
dead and useless. 

 

Our works show that our faith is alive and that we have an active relationship 
with Jesus. All of our works will be judged by fire. Those that are for Jesus 
(those that are eternal) are described in 1 Corinthians 3 as gold, silver and 
jewels. These are materials that last. Works that are temporal and earthly are 
described as wood, hay or straw. They will be burned in the fire and won’t 
stand the test of eternity.  

 

1 Corinthians 3:11-15 (NLT) 

11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one we already have—Jesus 
Christ. 
12 Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials—gold, 
silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw. 13 But on the judgment day, fire will reveal 
what kind of work each builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work 
has any value. 14 If the work survives, that builder will receive a reward. 15 But if 
the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. The builder will be 
saved, but like someone barely escaping through a wall of flames. 

 

interpret. 

1. In Acts 15:1, what were some of the men from Judea beginning to teach? 
How did that contradict verse 11? How are we actually saved? 

 

 

 

2. If your faith doesn’t produce good deeds, how is it described according to 
the verses from James? 



 

3. According to 1 Corinthians 3:14, what will the worker receive if their works 
survives the fire? 

 

 

apply. 

1. If someone asked you how to become right with God, how would you 
answer them? Is it enough to “be a good person” and “do good things”? 

 

 

 

2. What kind of works are you sowing – gold, silver, jewels or wood, hay, 
straw? Can you give examples of some works that have eternal rewards?  

 

 
 
 
bring it together. 
Consider this quote from Martin Luther: “While it’s true that we’re saved by 
faith alone, the faith that saves us is never alone.”  

The faith that saves us is never alone – it is accompanied by works that 
demonstrate our faith. These works have eternal value and will stand the test 
on the judgment day when fire will reveal what kind of work each person has 
done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any value. If the work survives, 
that person will receive a reward (1 Cor 3:13-14).  

So how about you? Is your faith in Jesus evident by your works? Are you 
caring for your neighbors, praying for the lost souls around you, sharing the 
Gospel with your friends and family, etc.? Take some time this week to 
examine your heart in light of what you’ve studied. Get your mind prepared for 
Pastor Jon’s message on Sunday. We can’t wait to see you then! 


