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disciple:

a step-by-step guide through Scripture

> encounter.

// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same.

Studying God’s Word is one of the best ways
to grow your relationship with God, be tuned
to the Holy Spirit, and get to know Jesus
intimately. John 1 tells us that the Word is
God, the writer of Psalms tells us it will light
our path, and Jesus tells us in John 8 if we
abide in His Word, we are truly His disciples.

This tool is just one of the many ways to study
the Bible. It is designed to help guide you as
you seek to understand the context of each
verse, what it meant to its original audience,
and what it means to us today.

There are a few ways you can use this PDF.

Print the PDF

_Or_

etc.), and fill it our digitally.

_Or_

5 Marks of a Disciple:

Know Jesus Intimately

Follow the Holy Spirit
Relentlessly

Obey God’s Word
Completely

Love His Church
Wholeheartedly

Seek the Lost Intentionally

Download the PDF, open in notes app (GoodNotes, Notability,

Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal.



a step-by-step guide through Scripture
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Week of October 20 // Conversation October 26
Suffer Well // 1 Peter 4:12-19

intro.

We continue this last Sunday in October in our series called “Suffer Well”
with a look at 1 Peter 4:12-19. None of us are exempt from difficulties and
suffering as we live our lives for Christ, so how can we do it in a way that
honors HIm? Let’s dig in and see what God’s Word has to say.

pray.

Take a moment before you start and ask God to strengthen and grow
you as you study His Word today. Suffering in Christ is not easy. Thank
“the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, that
He restore, confirm, strengthen and establish you” while you wait for His
glorious return.

observe.

Put a cross over every mention of Jesus Christ.
Draw a triangle around every reference to'God.:

Underline suffer/sufferings.



1 Peter 4:12-19 (NASV)

2 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes
upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to
you: ¥ but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on
rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with
exultation. ™ If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because
the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. '® Make sure that none of you
suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; '® but

if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in
this name. 7 For /t /s time for judgment to begin with the household of God;
and if /it begins with us first, what wi// be the outcome for those who do not
obey the gospel of God? ' AND IF IT IS WITH DIFFICULTY THAT THE RIGHTEOUS IS
SAVED, WHAT WILL BECOME OF THE GODLESS MAN AND THE SINNER? '® Therefore, those
also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a

faithful Creator in doing what is right.

interpret.

Read verse 12 - What emotion does Peter tell us not to have when we
experience a “fiery ordeal”? And why are we experiencing it?



According to verse 13 & 16, when we experience sufferings like Christ
did, how should we respond?

Are you surprised by suffering or are you prepared with Christ’s help
to walk through it? Are you rest assured or anxious?

In verse 19, who are we to entrust our souls to when “suffering
according to the will of God”?

Let’s do a little word study: Look up the word entrust and write out
the definition.



Now look up the definition of faithful and write down what you discover.
The Greek word here is “pistos” meaning trustworthy, dependable and
reliable. One who can be relied upon to keep promises.

apply.

Read the same passage in “The Message Bible” version and answer the
guestions below.

1 Peter 4:12-19 (Message)

12713 Eriends, when life gets really difficult, don’t jump to the conclusion that
God isn’'t on the job. Instead, be glad that you are in the very thick of what
Christ experienced. This is a spiritual refining process, with glory just around
the corner.

1416 |f you're abused because of Christ, count yourself fortunate. It's the Spirit
of God and his glory in you that brought you to the notice of others. If they're
on you because you broke the law or disturbed the peace, that’s a different
matter. But if it’'s because you're a Christian, don’t give it a second thought. Be
proud of the distinguished status reflected in that name!

7719 1t's judgment time for God’s own family. We're first in line. If it starts with
us, think what it’'s going to be like for those who refuse God’s Message!

If good people barely make it, what’s in store for the bad?

So, if you find life difficult because you're doing what God said, take it in stride.
Trust him. He knows what he’s doing, and he’ll keep on doing it.



How has God shown Himself to be a “faithful Creator” in your life? How
does remembering this help you endure during your present struggles?

How can your positive response to suffering be a testimony of God’s
faithfulness to others around you?

bring it together.

God is worthy of our complete trust because He is unchanging and reliable.
Since He is the One who created us, He not only brought us into existence, but
also cares deeply for us, sustains us, keeps His promises to us (continually) and
will not abandon His creation no matter what we face in this temporary life. We
can confidently entrust (handover) our souls to Him, even in suffering, because
He will not fail us.

Malachi 3:6 says, God never changes in His character. Does that give you
confidence not just in the good times, but also in the hard times?

Suffering will push you, where it pushes you matters!



