
Studying God’s Word is one of the best 
ways to grow your relationship with God, 
be tuned to the Holy Spirit, and get to 
know Jesus intimately. John 1 tells us that 
the Word is God, the writer of Psalms tells 
us it will light our path, and Jesus tells us in 
John 8 if we abide in His Word, we are truly 
His disciples. 

This tool is just one of the many ways 
to study the Bible and dive deeper into 
the passages we will be studying each 
weekend together. Our hope is that you 
begin to deeply understand  the scripture we will be unpacking and allow God 
to speak to your heart before you even walk through the doors on Sunday. 

This tool is designed to help guide you as you seek to understand the context 
of each verse, what it meant to it’s original audience, and what it means to us 
today.

There are a few ways you can utilize this PDF.

encounter.
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

disciple:
// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same.

5 Marks of a Disciple

•	 Know Jesus Intimately

•	 Follow the Holy Spirit 
Relentlessly

•	 Obey God’s Word 
Completely

•	 Love His Church 
Wholeheartedly

•	 Seek the Lost Intentionally
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Print the PDF.

-or-

Download the PDF, open in a notes app, (GoodNotes, Notability, etc), 
fill it out digitally.

-or-

Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal.



Week of April 14th// Conversation April 20th

Easter Sunday

encounter .
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

Devote this time to being quiet with God. In prayer, tell Him that you want 
to learn from His Word and to spend time in His presence. Ask Him to open 
your mind so you can understand what He wants to say to you this week. 

pray.

01 Circle every mention of Mary Magdalene, including pronouns 
like she and her.

observe.

02 Put a cross over every mention of Jesus. 

03 Underline everything the crowd does and says. 

On Easter, we celebrate the fact that Jesus was crucified, died, was buried and 
rose again on the third day. We have a resurrected Savior! 

This might be hard for some to believe. Usually when people die, they stay 
dead. Those involved during Jesus’s time felt the same way. It was a little hard 
for them to believe at first. 

This week, we’re going to look at a few people in the Bible and study their 
interaction with the resurrected Jesus. For the purposes of this devotional, 
we’re just going to focus on one – Mary Magdalene.



John 20:1-2 & 11-18 (NLT)

1 Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to 

the tomb and found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. 

2 She ran and found Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 

loved. She said, “They have taken the Lord’s body out of the tomb, and we 

don’t know where they have put him!”

11 Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she wept, she stooped 

and looked in. 12 She saw two white-robed angels, one sitting at the head 

and the other at the foot of the place where the body of Jesus had been 

lying. 13 “Dear woman, why are you crying?” the angels asked her. “Because 

they have taken away my Lord,” she replied, “and I don’t know where they 

have put him.” 14 She turned to leave and saw someone standing there. 

It was Jesus, but she didn’t recognize him. 15 “Dear woman, why are you 

crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who are you looking for?” She thought he was 

the gardener. “Sir,” she said, “if you have taken him away, tell me where you 

have put him, and I will go and get him.” 16 “Mary!” Jesus said. She turned to 

him and cried out, “Rabboni!” (which is Hebrew for “Teacher”). 17 “Don’t cling 

to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to the Father. But go find my 

brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my 

God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene found the disciples and told them, “I 

have seen the Lord!” Then she gave them his message.



interpret.

01 Why was Mary troubled in the first few verses? 
Why was she crying?

02 Did Mary recognize Jesus at first? Who did she think He was?

03 At what point did she realize it was Jesus? 
What did He do in verse 16?



apply.

01 As Mary was crying, Jesus came to her. She didn’t recognize Him at 
first. What does it mean to you that Jesus came to Mary as she was 
so upset over losing Him? He didn’t let her cry alone. Have you ever 
experienced the presence of Jesus during your darkest moments?

Jesus calls Mary by her name. He calls YOU by your name too! 
How does this resonate with you today?02



bring it together.

Mary knew Jesus had died. She was visiting His tomb. In her mind, He was 

gone. Even when He appeared to her, she didn’t recognize Him. How could it 

be Jesus? He was dead…wasn’t He? 

Jesus calls Mary by name and her eyes are opened. She instantly recognizes 

Him and goes to tell the other disciples. Word is spreading – Jesus is alive! 

This Sunday, we’re going to take a look at a few other characters from the 

Bible who struggled with belief at different points in their time with Jesus. 

It’s our hope and prayer that YOU believe with all your heart that Jesus has 

indeed risen from the dead! You can rejoice because your Savior is alive and 

has paid for your sins! 

Stay tuned for more!

connect.
We are available to answer any questions you might have.

	 info@gtwy.church

We believe life is better in circles. Groups are a great 
place to grow in your relationship with other believers 
and find encouragement and accountability as you grow 
in your relationship with God.

	 www.gtwy.church/groups

we value 
your input.  cl ick 
or scan here to 
provide feedback


