
Studying God’s Word is one of the best 
ways to grow your relationship with God, 
be tuned to the Holy Spirit, and get to 
know Jesus intimately. John 1 tells us that 
the Word is God, the writer of Psalms tells 
us it will light our path, and Jesus tells us in 
John 8 if we abide in His Word, we are truly 
His disciples. 

This tool is just one of the many ways 
to study the Bible and dive deeper into 
the passages we will be studying each 
weekend together. Our hope is that you 
begin to deeply understand  the scripture we will be unpacking and allow God 
to speak to your heart before you even walk through the doors on Sunday. 

This tool is designed to help guide you as you seek to understand the context 
of each verse, what it meant to it’s original audience, and what it means to us 
today.

There are a few ways you can utilize this PDF.

encounter.
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

disciple:
// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same.

5 Marks of a Disciple

•	 Know Jesus Intimately

•	 Follow the Holy Spirit 
Relentlessly

•	 Obey God’s Word 
Completely

•	 Love His Church 
Wholeheartedly

•	 Seek the Lost Intentionally
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Print the PDF.

-or-

Download the PDF, open in a notes app, (GoodNotes, Notability, etc), 
fill it out digitally.

-or-

Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal.



Week of March 17th // Conversation March 23rd

1 Peter 2:1-3

encounter .
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

As we begin a new week, let’s start our devotional time in prayer. Ask your 
Heavenly Father to lead you and guide you into all truth. Jesus says in John 
17:17 that God’s Word is truth. (Sanctify them in the truth; your word is 
truth.) So when you study the Bible, you are learning truth itself!

1 Peter 2:1-3 (NLT)

1 So get rid of all evil behavior. Be done with all deceit, hypocrisy, jealousy, 

and all unkind speech. 2 Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual 

milk so that you will grow into a full experience of salvation. Cry out for this 

nourishment, 3 now that you have had a taste of the Lord’s kindness.

pray.

01 Put a triangle over the Lord.

observe.

02 Underline every commandment/instruction. 



interpret/apply.

01 Make a list of all of the evil behaviors we are to get rid of in verse 1. 

02 Let’s take a closer look at these evil behaviors below. The first 3 
definitions are taken from Merriam Webster’s Dictionary. 

• Deceit – The quality of being dishonest or misleading; the act 
of causing someone to accept as true or valid what is false.

• Hypocrisy – Behavior that contradicts what one claims to 
believe or feel; the false assumption of an appearance, virtue or 
religion; a pretending to be what one is not.

• Jealousy – Envious; Hostility towards a rival or one believed to 
enjoy an advantage.

• Unkind Speech – According to Blue Letter Bible, in the Greek, 
this phrase means evil speaking, backbiting or defamation (the 
act of communicating false statements about a person that 
injure their reputation).



interpret/apply.
Do you see any of these evil behaviors in your life right now? If 
you do, stop and confess them to God. Tell Him what you’ve been 
doing. (He already knows.) Admit that you’re in the wrong and 
ask His forgiveness. 1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 

Do you see these behaviors in those around you? Stop and pray 
for them as well. Ask God to open their eyes and convict them in 
gentleness and kindness. After all, it’s the kindness of God that leads 
us to repentance (Romans 2:4)

02
cont.



03 In verse 1, the phrase “get rid of all evil behavior” is a picture of the 
removal of a coat. The Greek tense of this word implies a definite act. 
This is something you MUST do! So the idea is that you get rid of all 
of these behaviors as if you’re taking off a coat and putting it aside. 
  
Given the image described above, picture yourself taking off these 
behaviors and laying them aside. You may even want to draw it on 
paper. Make a coat and write your behaviors on it. Then imagine 
yourself taking it off and laying it down at the feet of Jesus. 

interpret/apply.



interpret/apply.

04 Why do you think Peter chose the example of a newborn craving milk 
to describe how we should crave “spiritual food”? Think about how 
desperate babies are when they want to be fed! 

05 How can you feed yourself the pure spiritual milk Peter is describing 
here? What are ways you can engage at Gateway to get yourself 
fed? Are there any apps you know of? 



bring it together.

We mature in our walk with God by feeding ourselves from the Word of 

God. As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word: The word “crave” 

in verse 2 is a strong one. In the Septuagint (a Greek translation of the Old 

Testament) it is used for man’s deepest longing for God: As the deer pants 

for the water brooks, so pants my soul for You, O God (Psalm 42:1). It speaks 

of the desire each believer should have for the word of God.

Do you desire God’s Word that strongly? Are you panting for it? Craving it 

like a baby craves milk? Do you feed yourself from it every day? 

Take time and be honest with yourself this week. How often are you in the 

Word? Only on Sundays during the message? Every so often when you see 

a cute screen saver with a catchy verse on it? Or are you diving in every day, 

even if it’s just for a few minutes? 

There are SO MANY ways to get deeper into the Word at Gateway! You 

can check out what kinds of groups are running at the moment. There are 

Discovery Groups and Life Groups you can investigate. The You Version Bible 

App has reading plans you can utilize. Or you can grab a friend and become 

accountability partners in reading a few verses a day! Make sure you connect 

with us at Gateway to help you with your next steps in diving into the Word 

more each day. We’d love to help!

connect.
We are available to answer any questions you might have.

	 info@gtwy.church

We believe life is better in circles. Groups are a great 
place to grow in your relationship with other believers 
and find encouragement and accountability as you grow 
in your relationship with God.

	 www.gtwy.church/groups

we value 
your input.  cl ick 
or scan here to 
provide feedback


