
Studying God’s Word is one of the best 
ways to grow your relationship with God, 
be tuned to the Holy Spirit, and get to 
know Jesus intimately. John 1 tells us that 
the Word is God, the writer of Psalms tells 
us it will light our path, and Jesus tells us in 
John 8 if we abide in His Word, we are truly 
His disciples. 

This tool is just one of the many ways 
to study the Bible and dive deeper into 
the passages we will be studying each 
weekend together. Our hope is that you 
begin to deeply understand  the scripture we will be unpacking and allow God 
to speak to your heart before you even walk through the doors on Sunday. 

This tool is designed to help guide you as you seek to understand the context 
of each verse, what it meant to it’s original audience, and what it means to us 
today.

There are a few ways you can utilize this PDF.

encounter.
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

disciple:
// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same.

5 Marks of a Disciple

•	 Know Jesus Intimately

•	 Follow the Holy Spirit 
Relentlessly

•	 Obey God’s Word 
Completely

•	 Love His Church 
Wholeheartedly

•	 Seek the Lost Intentionally
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Print the PDF.

-or-

Download the PDF, open in a notes app, (GoodNotes, Notability, etc), 
fill it out digitally.

-or-

Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal.



Underline every word or phrase that you think refers to us as God’s 
people, such as holy priests and citizens of heaven.  See if you can 
find at least seven.

Week of March 24th // Conversation March 30th

1 Peter 2:4-12

encounter .
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

Before you begin to study this week’s devotions, ask God to speak to you 
from His Word. Ask Him to meet you where you are on your walk with Him. 
Ask Him for an open heart and mind and the ability to see Him.

pray.

01 Mark every reference to Jesus/Christ with a cross.

observe.

02 Draw a triangle around every reference to God.

03 Mark every reference to the cornerstone with a cloud.

04

This is a powerful passage that reminds us of our divine calling and 
responsibility as believers. It emphasizes our spiritual growth, our role as living 
stones in God’s community, and our reverence of Christ, the cornerstone who 
suffered but remained steadfast.
How Christians live on this side of eternity does, in fact, matter. In chapter 
1, Peter established who we are as God’s people, through faith in Christ. It 
described why believers are called by God to lead holy lives, different from 
those in the world around us. God has set us aside for a different purpose. Peter 
now begins to get specific about what that looks like in our day-to-day reality.



I Peter 2:4-12 (NLT)

4 You are coming to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of God’s temple. He 

was rejected by people, but he was chosen by God for great honor.

5 And you are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. 

What’s more, you are his holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, 

you offer spiritual sacrifices that please God. 

6 As the Scriptures say, 

“I am placing a cornerstone in Jerusalem, chosen for great honor, and anyone 

who trusts in him will never be disgraced.” 

7 Yes, you who trust him recognize the honor God has given him. But for 

those who reject him,

“The stone that the builders rejected has now become the cornerstone.” 

8 And, 

“He is the stone that makes people stumble, the rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they do not obey God’s word, and so they meet the 

fate that was planned for them.



9 But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, 

a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others 

the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful 

light.

10 “Once you had no identity as a people; now you are God’s people. Once 

you received no mercy; now you have received God’s mercy.” 

11 Dear friends, I warn you as “temporary residents and foreigners” to keep 

away from worldly desires that wage war against your very souls. 12 Be 

careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they 

accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and they 

will give honor to God when he judges the world. 

Psalm 118:22-23 (NLT)

22 The stone that the builders rejected

    has now become the cornerstone.

23 This is the Lord’s doing,

    and it is wonderful to see.  



2 Peter 1:5-10 (NLT)

5 In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. 

Supplement your faith with a generous provision of moral excellence, and 

moral excellence with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and 

self-control with patient endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, 7 

and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love for 

everyone.

8 The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in 

your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But those who fail to develop in 

this way are shortsighted or blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed 

from their old sins.

10 So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard to prove that you really are 

among those God has called and chosen. Do these things, and you will never 

fall away.

Philippians 1:27 (ESV)

27 Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in 

a manner worthy of the Good News about Christ. Then, whether I come 

and see you again or only hear about you, I will know that you are standing 

together with one spirit and one purpose, fighting together for the faith, 

which is the Good News.



interpret.

01 Who is the living cornerstone?

02 What happens to those who reject the cornerstone?

03 How are we to live among our unbelieving neighbors?

04 What are we to prove by working hard? (Hint:2 Peter 1:10)

05 How are we to live as citizens of heaven?



apply.

01 Paul writes in Romans chapter 12, “And so, dear brothers and 
sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all 
he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice, the 
kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him.”  
Think about some additional worship opportunities that you may 
take advantage of. 

02 Have you ever thought of yourself as part of God’s royal 
priesthood?  Offering spiritual sacrifices? How do these truths 
effect your identity given to you by God?



bring it together.

Peter describes believers as living stones being built into a spiritual temple 

with Jesus as the cornerstone. They are also called holy priests, offering 

spiritual sacrifices pleasing to God.

Those who reject Jesus are destined to stumble over Him, while believers will 

receive honor and have been called out of darkness into God’s light.

Christians should view themselves as temporary residents and foreigners in 

the world, leading good lives to reflect God’s goodness and represent Him to 

others.

connect.
We are available to answer any questions you might have.

	 info@gtwy.church

We believe life is better in circles. Groups are a great 
place to grow in your relationship with other believers 
and find encouragement and accountability as you grow 
in your relationship with God.

	 www.gtwy.church/groups

we value 
your input.  cl ick 
or scan here to 
provide feedback


