
Studying God’s Word is one of the best 
ways to grow your relationship with God, 
be tuned to the Holy Spirit, and get to 
know Jesus intimately. John 1 tells us that 
the Word is God, the writer of Psalms tells 
us it will light our path, and Jesus tells us in 
John 8 if we abide in His Word, we are truly 
His disciples. 

This tool is just one of the many ways 
to study the Bible and dive deeper into 
the passages we will be studying each 
weekend together. Our hope is that you 
begin to deeply understand  the scripture we will be unpacking and allow God 
to speak to your heart before you even walk through the doors on Sunday. 

This tool is designed to help guide you as you seek to understand the context 
of each verse, what it meant to it’s original audience, and what it means to us 
today.

There are a few ways you can utilize this PDF.

encounter.
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

disciple:
// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same.

5 Marks of a Disciple

•	 Know Jesus Intimately

•	 Follow the Holy Spirit 
Relentlessly

•	 Obey God’s Word 
Completely

•	 Love His Church 
Wholeheartedly

•	 Seek the Lost Intentionally
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Print the PDF.

-or-

Download the PDF, open in a notes app, (GoodNotes, Notability, etc), 
fill it out digitally.

-or-

Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal.



Put a circle around “evil”

Week of March 31st // Conversation April 6th

1 Peter 2:13-17

encounter .
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

Before you begin to dig into God’s Word take a moment to ask Him to 
reveal to you anything that you need to hear.  Ask Him to open your heart 
and mind to the truths of His Word and for courage to obey it.

pray.

01 Underline the word “subject”

observe.

02 Put a triangle over every mention of God

03 Put a box around the word “good”

04

This week we are digging into 1 Peter 2:13-17.  In the previous verses we 
discovered that Jesus is our “cornerstone” and we are “living stones” built in 
alignment with Jesus who is our secure and stable foundation.  Because of 
Jesus we are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, and a people for 
His own possession.  We are called out of darkness into His marvelous light.  In 
1 Peter 2:13-17 Peter continues to admonish believers how we can honor and 
bring glory to God in our everyday lives.



1 Peter 2:13-17

13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to 

the emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those 

who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, 

that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 

16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, 

but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear 

God. Honor the emperor.

Romans 13:1-2

1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 

authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 

2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, 

and those who resist will incur judgment.



interpret.

01 Who are believers to be subject to?

02 According to 1 Peter 2:15 what is God’s will? Why?

03 Read 2:16 again – how are we to live?

04 Verse 17 gives us 4 commands.  List them here.

05 In Romans 13:1-2 who is our ultimate authority?  Who put our 
governing bodies in place? If you choose to resist authority here on 
earth who are you resisting?



apply.

01 In a sense these verses are instructing believers to practice civil 
obedience.  God calls us to be subject in many areas of our lives.  
Charles Swindall said, “Our problem is not understanding what 
submission means.  Our problem is doing what it says.”  Submission 
has become a bad word.  The grammar in these verses indicates 
willing submission, not coerced submission.  
The Greek word for “subject” in 1 Peter 2:13 is hupotasso = hupo – 
under and tasso – to set in place.  So, the meaning of subject is 1. 
To be under obedience of and 2. To submit to one’s control.  

List below the governing authorities where you live?  (Don’t just list 
government entities, but think also of society, work, home, church, 
etc.)  

How are you doing with your submission?02



bring it together.

What we learn in God’s Word is to be lived out daily.  Continually ask God 

how these truths can be worked out in your everyday living.  Verse 17 gives 

us four short powerful sentences. – these summarize how believers can live 

peacefully in the world today.  Honor everyone.  Everyone means everyone.  

We don’t get to pick and choose who we value and respect.  Love the 

brotherhood.  Believers have an extra obligation to respect and love fellow 

believers.  We need to stand together as a unified force against the evil 

one.  Fear God.  Show Him deep respect, reverence and awe.  Proper fear of 

God leads to obedience and shows the world that doing good glorifies Him.  

Honor the emperor.  Respect government officials and obey the laws of the 

land, but we may not give to the government those things that belong to 

God alone.

connect.
We are available to answer any questions you might have.

	 info@gtwy.church

We believe life is better in circles. Groups are a great 
place to grow in your relationship with other believers 
and find encouragement and accountability as you grow 
in your relationship with God.

	 www.gtwy.church/groups

we value 
your input.  cl ick 
or scan here to 
provide feedback


