
Studying God’s Word is one of the best 
ways to grow your relationship with God, 
be tuned to the Holy Spirit, and get to 
know Jesus intimately. John 1 tells us that 
the Word is God, the writer of Psalms tells 
us it will light our path, and Jesus tells us in 
John 8 if we abide in His Word, we are truly 
His disciples. 

This tool is just one of the many ways 
to study the Bible and dive deeper into 
the passages we will be studying each 
weekend together. Our hope is that you 
begin to deeply understand  the scripture we will be unpacking and allow God 
to speak to your heart before you even walk through the doors on Sunday. 

This tool is designed to help guide you as you seek to understand the context 
of each verse, what it meant to it’s original audience, and what it means to us 
today.

There are a few ways you can utilize this PDF.

encounter.
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

disciple:
// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same.

5 Marks of a Disciple

•	 Know Jesus Intimately

•	 Follow the Holy Spirit 
Relentlessly

•	 Obey God’s Word 
Completely

•	 Love His Church 
Wholeheartedly

•	 Seek the Lost Intentionally
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Print the PDF.

-or-

Download the PDF, open in a notes app, (GoodNotes, Notability, etc), 
fill it out digitally.

-or-

Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal.



Week of January 13th // Conversation January 19th 
Why does our story matter?

encounter .
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

Todd Henley will be giving the message this upcoming Sunday, and we’re so 
excited for him to share! He will be discussing why our stories matter. We all 
have struggles, pain, heartache and joys that have shaped us. Other people 
need to hear about our “so called” little struggles of relating to family, friends 
and God because of past wounds that aren’t healed. This is how we make 
disciples who make disciples. 

This week, we’re going to look at the story of when Samuel comes to Jesse’s 
home to anoint the next king. David was not included, and this rejection plays 
a big part in David’s story. 

Prayer is as simple as talking to God as if He was in the room right next to 
you. Your prayer doesn’t have to be profound or long. It just needs to be 
sincere. Settle your mind, close your eyes, take a deep breath, and just talk 
to your Savior. Tell Him what’s on your mind. What’s bothering you? What 
are you hoping to get out of this devotional time today? Ask Him to help you 
understand His Word and to speak to you on an individual level. 

pray.

01 Put a triangle over every mention of the Lord (including any pronouns).

observe.

02 Circle mentions of Samuel along with any pronouns.

03 Put a box around mentions of David. 



1 Samuel 16:1-13 (NLT)

1 Now the Lord said to Samuel, “You have mourned long enough for Saul. I 

have rejected him as king of Israel, so fill your flask with olive oil and go to 

Bethlehem. Find a man named Jesse who lives there, for I have selected one 

of his sons to be my king.”

2 But Samuel asked, “How can I do that? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”

“Take a heifer with you,” the Lord replied, “and say that you have come to 

make a sacrifice to the Lord. 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you 

which of his sons to anoint for me.”

4 So Samuel did as the Lord instructed. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the 

elders of the town came trembling to meet him. “What’s wrong?” they asked. 

“Do you come in peace?”

5 “Yes,” Samuel replied. “I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Purify 

yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” Then Samuel performed the 

purification rite for Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice, too.

6 When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab and thought, “Surely this 

is the Lord’s anointed!”



7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I 

have rejected him. The Lord doesn’t see things the way you see them. People 

judge by outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

8 Then Jesse told his son Abinadab to step forward and walk in front of 

Samuel. But Samuel said, “This is not the one the Lord has chosen.” 9 Next 

Jesse summoned Shimea, but Samuel said, “Neither is this the one the Lord 

has chosen.” 10 In the same way all seven of Jesse’s sons were presented to 

Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11 

Then Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in the fields watching 

the sheep and goats.”

“Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit down to eat until he 

arrives.”

12 So Jesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome, with beautiful eyes.

And the Lord said, “This is the one; anoint him.”

13 So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the flask of olive 

oil he had brought and anointed David with the oil. And the Spirit of the Lord 

came powerfully upon David from that day on. Then Samuel returned to 

Ramah.
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interpret.

How did God view Eliab in verse 7? What characteristics did He look for?

Did Jesse invite ALL of his sons? Why do you think he left David out?

01 Why did the Lord tell Samuel to go to Jesse and anoint a new king 
from one of his sons? 



apply.

01 Has there ever been a time in your life when you felt rejection or been 
left out? What happened? How did it make you feel?

How does it comfort/encourage you to know that God chose David 
out of all of Jesse’s sons to be the next king?02



bring it together.
Even though David was rejected by his father when Samuel came to anoint 

the next king, God still saw him out in the field and chose him to be the next 

king. Even though people rejected David, God did not!

This coming Sunday, we will explore more about how the more hurtful 

aspects of your story can still be used for God’s glory!

connect.
We are available to answer any questions you might have.

	 info@gtwy.church

We believe life is better in circles. Groups are a great 
place to grow in your relationship with other believers 
and find encouragement and accountability as you grow 
in your relationship with God.

	 www.gtwy.church/groups

we value 
your input.  cl ick 
or scan here to 
provide feedback


