
Studying God’s Word is one of the best 
ways to grow your relationship with God, 
be tuned to the Holy Spirit, and get to 
know Jesus intimately. John 1 tells us that 
the Word is God, the writer of Psalms tells 
us it will light our path, and Jesus tells us in 
John 8 if we abide in His Word, we are truly 
His disciples. 

This tool is just one of the many ways 
to study the Bible and dive deeper into 
the passages we will be studying each 
weekend together. Our hope is that you 
begin to deeply understand  the scripture we will be unpacking and allow God 
to speak to your heart before you even walk through the doors on Sunday. 

This tool is designed to help guide you as you seek to understand the context 
of each verse, what it meant to it’s original audience, and what it means to us 
today.

There are a few ways you can utilize this PDF.

encounter.
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

disciple:
// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same.

5 Marks of a Disciple

•	 Know Jesus Intimately

•	 Follow the Holy Spirit 
Relentlessly

•	 Obey God’s Word 
Completely

•	 Love His Church 
Wholeheartedly

•	 Seek the Lost Intentionally
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Print the PDF.

-or-

Download the PDF, open in a notes app, (GoodNotes, Notability, etc), 
fill it out digitally.

-or-

Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal.



Week of November 4th // Conversation November 10th 
Acts 9:20-31

pray.

01 Jesus is referenced in many ways in these passages of scripture.  Mark 
every reference to Jesus with a cross

Before you begin to study this week’s devotions, ask God to speak to you 
from His Word.  An example of prayer:
Dear God, I thank You for the Bible. It is a source of great strength and 
encouragement to me. I praise You for sending the Holy Spirit into my life. I 
receive Him with all my heart. I ask that He will help me to understand Your 
Words.
The Bible says that it is the Spirit who will give me the ability to understand 
Your will and instructions for my life. At times, I cannot understand what 
the Bible is saying. I pray that the Spirit will bring enlightenment to portions 
of Scripture that are hard for me to understand.

observe.

02 Mark every reference to Saul with a circle.

encounter .
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

We are continuing our “Resilience” series with Saul’s new journey as a disciple 
of Christ begins.  The additional verses in Galatians describe the time Saul 
spent apart learning the gospel from Jesus Christ, Himself.

03 Underline every reference to believers.



Acts 9:20-31 (NLT)

20 And immediately he began preaching about Jesus in the synagogues, 

saying, “He is indeed the Son of God!”

21 All who heard him were amazed. “Isn’t this the same man who caused such 

devastation among Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem?” they asked. “And didn’t 

he come here to arrest them and take them in chains to the leading priests?”

22 Saul’s preaching became more and more powerful, and the Jews in 

Damascus couldn’t refute his proofs that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. 23 

After a while some of the Jews plotted together to kill him. 24 They were 

watching for him day and night at the city gate so they could murder him, 

but Saul was told about their plot. 25 So during the night, some of the other 

believers lowered him in a large basket through an opening in the city wall.

26 When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to meet with the believers, but 

they were all afraid of him. They did not believe he had truly become a 

believer! 27 Then Barnabas brought him to the apostles and told them how 

Saul had seen the Lord on the way to Damascus and how the Lord had 

spoken to Saul. He also told them that Saul had preached boldly in the name 

of Jesus in Damascus.

28 So Saul stayed with the apostles and went all around Jerusalem with them, 

preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 He debated with some Greek-

speaking Jews, but they tried to murder him. 30 When the believers heard 



about this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him away to Tarsus, his 

hometown.

31 The church then had peace throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, and it 

became stronger as the believers lived in the fear of the Lord. And with the 

encouragement of the Holy Spirit, it also grew in numbers.

Galatians 1:11-18 (NLT)

11 Dear brothers and sisters, I want you to understand that the gospel 

message I preach is not based on mere human reasoning. 12 I received my 

message from no human source, and no one taught me. Instead, I received it 

by direct revelation from Jesus Christ. 

13 You know what I was like when I followed the Jewish religion—how I 

violently persecuted God’s church. I did my best to destroy it. 14 I was far 

ahead of my fellow Jews in my zeal for the traditions of my ancestors.

15 But even before I was born, God chose me and called me by his marvelous 

grace. Then it pleased him 16 to reveal his Son to me so that I would proclaim 

the Good News about Jesus to the Gentiles.  When this happened, I did not 

rush out to consult with any human being. 17 Nor did I go up to Jerusalem to 

consult with those who were apostles before I was. Instead, I went away into 

Arabia, and later I returned to the city of Damascus.

18 Then three years later I went to Jerusalem to get to know Peter, and I 

stayed with him for fifteen days.
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In Acts 9:22 and 28, how is Saul’s preaching described?

04

interpret.

How long did Paul go away to learn from Jesus Christ himself?

05

Who defended Paul as a new disciple of Jesus?

Once the believers helped Paul escape Jerusalem, how is the church 
described in verse 9:31?

Why did God send His Son into the world?



apply.

01 Reread Acts 9:26. Can you relate to the believers who were afraid 
of Saul? How hard is it to accept a “Jesus change” or conversion in 
someone’s life?

Reflect on a person in your life that you can trust completely the way 
the believers trusted Barnabas (Son of Encouragement.)02



bring it together.
Saul had set out for Damascus intending to arrest the disciples of Jesus 

and bring them bound to Jerusalem to be sentenced by the chief priests. 

Now, instead, he is preaching Jesus! A wonderful change in his life had been 

brought about. This change certainly amazed those who heard him preach.

Between verses 25 and 26 of Acts 9 there is the period of three years, not 

mentioned in Acts, but mentioned in Galatians. Saul spent some of this time in 

Arabia being taught by Jesus Christ, then returned to Damascus.

Jesus is building and multiplying His church!

connect.
We are available to answer any questions you might have.

	 info@gtwy.church

We believe life is better in circles. Groups are a great 
place to grow in your relationship with other believers 
and find encouragement and accountability as you grow 
in your relationship with God.

	 www.gtwy.church/groups

we value 
your input.  cl ick 
or scan here to 
provide feedback


