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disciple:
// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same.

Studying God’s Word is one of the best
ways to grow your relationship with God, 5 Marks of a Disciple

be tuned to the Holy Spirit, and get to « Know Jesus Intimately
know Jesus intimately. John 1 tells us that
the Word is God, the writer of Psalms tells
us it will light our path, and Jesus tells us in
John 8 if we abide in His Word, we are truly

Follow the Holy Spirit
Relentlessly

Obey God’s Word

His disciples. Completely
. o * Love His Church
This tool is just one of the many ways Wholeheartedly

to study the Bible and dive deeper into
the passages we will be studying each
weekend together. Our hope is that you
begin to deeply understand the scripture we will be unpacking and allow God
to speak to your heart before you even walk through the doors on Sunday.

* Seek the Lost Intentionally

This tool is designed to help guide you as you seek to understand the context
of each verse, what it meant to it’s original audience, and what it means to us
today.

There are a few ways you can utilize this PDF.

01 Print the PDF.
_Or_

02 Doyvnload_the PDF, open in a notes app, (GoodNotes, Notability, etc),
fill it out digitally.
_Or_

03 Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal.
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Week of October 7t // Conversation October 13"
Acts 8:4-25

pray.

Thank you, Lord for giving me this time to spend with you. Holy Spirit,

clear my thoughts and help me to learn from this passage of Scripture that
describes the early church and the believers. Teach me how | can apply it to
my life.

observe.

01 Mark the word Lord and God with a trangle.

02 Mark the references to Jesus/Christ/Messiah with a cross.
03 Mark the Holy Spirit with a circle.

04 Underline the names of the people involved in this passage - Philip,
Simon, crowds, believers, etc.

Acts 8:4-25 Philip Preaches in Samaria

4 But the believers who were scattered preached the Good News about Jesus

wherever they went. ® Philip, for example, went to the city of Samaria and



told the people there about the Messiah. ® Crowds listened intently to Philip
because they were eager to hear his message and see the miraculous signs
he did. ” Many evil spirits were cast out, screaming as they left their victims.
And many who had been paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there was great

joy in that city.

2 A man named Simon had been a sorcerer there for many years, amazing
the people of Samaria and claiming to be someone great. '° Everyone, from
the least to the greatest, often spoke of him as “the Great One—the Power
of God.” " They listened closely to him because for a long time he had

astounded them with his magic.

2 But now the people believed Philip’s message of Good News concerning
the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ. As a result, many men and
women were baptized. ¥ Then Simon himself believed and was baptized. He
began following Philip wherever he went, and he was amazed by the signs

and great miracles Philip performed.

“When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria had
accepted God’s message, they sent Peter and John there. ™ As soon as they
arrived, they prayed for these new believers to receive the Holy Spirit. '® The
Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them, for they had only been
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. "V Then Peter and John laid their
hands upon these believers, and they received the Holy Spirit.

8 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given when the apostles laid their



hands on people, he offered them money to buy this power. ® “Let me have
this power, t00,” he exclaimed, “so that when | l[ay my hands on people, they

will receive the Holy Spirit!”

20 But Peter replied, “May your money be destroyed with you for thinking
God’s gift can be bought! 2 You can have no part in this, for your heart is not
right with God. ?? Repent of your wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps
he will forgive your evil thoughts, ?° for | can see that you are full of bitter

jealousy and are held captive by sin.”

24“Pray to the Lord for me,” Simon exclaimed, “that these terrible things

you’ve said won’t happen to me!”

2> After testifying and preaching the word of the Lord in Samaria, Peter and
John returned to Jerusalem. And they stopped in many Samaritan villages

along the way to preach the Good News.

Acts 6:1-7 Seven Men Chosen to Serve

'But as the believers rapidly multiplied, there were rumblings of discontent.
The Greek-speaking believers complained about the Hebrew-speaking
believers, saying that their widows were being discriminated against in the
daily distribution of food.

2 So the Twelve called a meeting of all the believers. They said, “We apostles



should spend our time teaching the word of God, not running a food
program. * And so, brothers, select seven men who are well respected and
are full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will give them this responsibility. 4 Then
we apostles can spend our time in prayer and teaching the word.”

>Everyone liked this idea, and they chose the following: Stephen (a man full
of faith and the Holy Spirit), Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and
Nicolas of Antioch (an earlier convert to the Jewish faith). ¢ These seven were
presented to the apostles, who prayed for them as they laid their hands on

them.

7 So God’s message continued to spread. The number of believers greatly

increased in Jerusalem, and many of the Jewish priests were converted, too.

Acts 1:8

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you

will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem,

throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”



intrepret.

01 Why were the believers scattered? For the answer, look up the at
context in Acts 8:1-3.

02 Who is this Philip? Read Acts 6:1-7 (above) to read about him. Write
down anything you learn about him from this passage.

03 What is Philip called to do and where? Read Acts 1:8. Where does the
Holy Spirit state the believers are supposed to be His witnesses? What
happens as a result of Philip’s preaching the Good News in this area
(see v. 7-8; 12-16)

o Write down the words that describe who Simon was? What did he
think he could do to get the same power that the apostles had? v. 18-19.

05 Who rebuked Simon and why (v. 20-23) ? Do you think the apostles
did what Simon asked them to do in v. 24? Can we earn our salvation
by someone else praying this for us or must we confess our sins
directly to God?




intrepret.

o Write down the words that describe who Simon was? What did he
think he could do to get the same power that the apostles had? v. 18-19.

05 Who rebuked Simon and why (v. 20-23) ? Do you think the apostles
did what Simon asked them to do in v. 24? Can we earn our salvation

by someone else praying this for us or must we confess our sins
directly to God?

apply.

01 Is it possible to enter into the kingdom of heaven by doing good
works or offering money? Find examples of what Scripture says about
money, wealth, good works (check commentaries, do a topical search
in your Bible or “google” a reputable source.)

02 In 8:21, it tells us we can have no part in this unless we “make our
heart right with God.” Does your life reflect any areas that you need
to repent and ask for forgiveness to make your heart right?




bring it together.

This passage of Scripture shows that the Gospel message is spreading into

all parts of the world specifically Samaria. We also learn that the Holy Spirit
cannot be bought or earned. The Holy Spirit is given to us freely as a gift from
God through his son Jesus Christ.

Let the Holy Spirit work in you to strengthen your own faith, and to let you
be a witness for Christ to those in your sphere of influence. Trust that this gift
freely given to you will guide your steps and the direction that God has for
your life and for the Kingdom! Be resilient!

connect. |

We are available to answer any questions you might have. our input. click

or scan here to
provide feedback

@ info@gtwy.church

We believe life is better in circles. Groups are a great
place to grow in your relationship with other believers
and find encouragement and accountability as you grow
in your relationship with God.

@ www.gtwy.church/groups




