
Studying God’s Word is one of the best 
ways to grow your relationship with God, 
be tuned to the Holy Spirit, and get to 
know Jesus intimately. John 1 tells us that 
the Word is God, the writer of Psalms tells 
us it will light our path, and Jesus tells us in 
John 8 if we abide in His Word, we are truly 
His disciples. 

This tool is just one of the many ways 
to study the Bible and dive deeper into 
the passages we will be studying each 
weekend together. Our hope is that you 
begin to deeply understand  the scripture we will be unpacking and allow God 
to speak to your heart before you even walk through the doors on Sunday. 

This tool is designed to help guide you as you seek to understand the context 
of each verse, what it meant to it’s original audience, and what it means to us 
today.

There are a few ways you can utilize this PDF.

encounter.
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

disciple:
// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same.

5 Marks of a Disciple

•	 Know Jesus Intimately

•	 Follow the Holy Spirit 
Relentlessly

•	 Obey God’s Word 
Completely

•	 Love His Church 
Wholeheartedly

•	 Seek the Lost Intentionally
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Print the PDF.

-or-

Download the PDF, open in a notes app, (GoodNotes, Notability, etc), 
fill it out digitally.

-or-

Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal.



Week of December 16th // Conversation December 22nd 
John  3:1-17

pray.

01 Put a cross over every reference to Jesus, including any pronouns 
like him, he, and himself. Read carefully!him, he, and himself. Read 
carefully!

The Holy Spirit is sometimes referred to as the Advocate in the Bible. In 
John 14:26, Jesus said, “But when the Father sends the Advocate as my 
representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything and 
will remind you of everything I have told you.” The Holy Spirit does the 
same thing for us today. He teaches us everything and reminds us of God’s 
Words. Pray to the Holy Spirit today and ask Him to teach you about the 
words we are about to study. 

observe.

02 Put a triangle around every reference to God.

encounter .
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

Many of us have heard John 3:16 before. We’ve seen it on signs and have 
probably memorized it. But do you know the context in which it appears 
in the gospel of John? Why does Jesus say, “For this is how God loved the 
world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
will not perish but have eternal life”? Who was He talking to? What were they 
talking about? Let’s dive in, shall we?

03 Circle references to Nicodemus

04 Underline John 3:16 or highlight it. 



John 3:1-17

1 There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader who was a 

Pharisee. 2 After dark one evening, he came to speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he 

said, “we all know that God has sent you to teach us. Your miraculous signs 

are evidence that God is with you.”

3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see 

the Kingdom of God.”

4 “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back 

into his mother’s womb and be born again?”

5 Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without 

being born of water and the Spirit. 6 Humans can reproduce only human life, 

but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. 7 So don’t be surprised when 

I say, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as 

you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or where it is going, 

so you can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit.”

9 “How are these things possible?” Nicodemus asked.

10 Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish teacher, and yet you don’t 

understand these things? 11 I assure you, we tell you what we know and have 

seen, and yet you won’t believe our testimony. 12 But if you don’t believe me 



Who was Nicodemus?01

interpret.

What did he admit in verse 2? What did he know?02

How did Jesus respond?03

when I tell you about earthly things, how can you possibly believe if I tell you 

about heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone to heaven and returned. But 

the Son of Man has come down from heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the 

bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 

up, 15 so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life. 

16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent 

his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through 

him.



Who was Nicodemus?

Summarize Jesus’s answer to Nicodemus in verses 4-7. Use your 
own words. 

04

interpret.

What do you think Jesus means when He says, “the Son of Man must be 
lifted up so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life?” 05

How did God love the world?06

Why did God give His one and only Son?07

Why did God send His Son into the world?08



apply.

01 How do you think you would have responded if you were Nicodemus? 
Do you think you would have understood?

What thoughts came to your mind as you were studying today? What 
are you thinking about? Are you grateful? Did you learn something 
new? Does this reinforce what you already know? 

02



bring it together.
This scene has been lovingly referred to as “Nic at Night” by some pastors. 

(Some of you may be too young to understand that reference!) Nicodemus 

was a Pharisee – a Jewish religious leader. He recognized that God had sent 

Jesus to teach them. He admitted Jesus’s miraculous signs showed God was 

with Him. 

Despite all of his knowledge, Nicodemus didn’t quite understand what Jesus 

was saying. You must be born again? How does someone get born again? 

You can’t crawl back into your mother’s womb. He missed the fact that Jesus 

spoke of a spiritual birth, not a physical one. 

Jesus then said some of the most profound words in the New Testament:

 

Everyone who believes in Jesus will have eternal life. God showed He loved 

the world by giving His one and only Son. Why? So that everyone who 

believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. God didn’t send Jesus into 

the world to judge it, but to save it! 

These words are life-saving and powerful. But they also require a choice. Will 

you believe? Will you accept the gift of eternal life? Will you share it?

Spend time in prayer and talk to God about what He wants you to know from 

this week’s study in John 3. 

connect.
We are available to answer any questions you might have.

	 info@gtwy.church

We believe life is better in circles. Groups are a great 
place to grow in your relationship with other believers 
and find encouragement and accountability as you grow 
in your relationship with God.

	 www.gtwy.church/groups

we value 
your input.  cl ick 
or scan here to 
provide feedback


