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disciple:
// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same.

Studying God’s Word is one of the best
ways to grow your relationship with God, 5 Marks of a Disciple

be tuned to the Holy Spirit, and get to « Know Jesus Intimately
know Jesus intimately. John 1 tells us that
the Word is God, the writer of Psalms tells
us it will light our path, and Jesus tells us in
John 8 if we abide in His Word, we are truly

Follow the Holy Spirit
Relentlessly

Obey God’s Word

His disciples. Completely
. o * Love His Church
This tool is just one of the many ways Wholeheartedly

to study the Bible and dive deeper into
the passages we will be studying each
weekend together. Our hope is that you
begin to deeply understand the scripture we will be unpacking and allow God
to speak to your heart before you even walk through the doors on Sunday.

* Seek the Lost Intentionally

This tool is designed to help guide you as you seek to understand the context
of each verse, what it meant to it’s original audience, and what it means to us
today.

There are a few ways you can utilize this PDF.

01 Print the PDF.
_Or_

02 Doyvnload_the PDF, open in a notes app, (GoodNotes, Notability, etc),
fill it out digitally.
_Or_

03 Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal.
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Week of September 16t // Conversation September 22
Resilence

Returning to our study of the book of Acts of the Apostles, we are ready to
head to Chapter 6. This week’s passage involves the apostles creating a way
for the church to greatly increase in Jerusalem. They appointed a group of
men to oversee the daily distribution of food for the widows in the church, so
they could devote their time to prayer and teaching.

pray.

Always seek out the Holy Spirit as you work through each week’s devotional.
Allow the Holy Spirit to be your teacher, sharing information and insights
with you. Pray that you will discern all of God’s lessons for you through the
scriptures listed.

observe.

01 Mark every reference to Lord/God and His pronouns with a trigngle.
02 Mark the names of the seven men chosen to serve with a qircle.

03 Underline every reference to widow(s).

04 Mark every reference to Elijah with a/rectangle.



Acts 6:1-7 (NLT)

'But as the believers rapidly multiplied, there were rumblings of discontent.
The Greek-speaking believers complained about the Hebrew-speaking
believers, saying that their widows were being discriminated against in the
daily distribution of food.

2So the Twelve called a meeting of all the believers. They said, “We apostles
should spend our time teaching the word of God, not running a food
program. 3 And so, brothers, select seven men who are well respected and
are full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will give them this responsibility. 4 Then
we apostles can spend our time in prayer and teaching the word.”

> Everyone liked this idea, and they chose the following: Stephen (a man full
of faith and the Holy Spirit), Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and
Nicolas of Antioch (an earlier convert to the Jewish faith). ¢ These seven were
presented to the apostles, who prayed for them as they laid their hands on
them.

7 So God’s message continued to spread. The number of believers greatly

increased in Jerusalem, and many of the Jewish priests were converted, too.

James 1:27 (NLT)

Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means caring for

orphans and widows in their distress and refusing to let the world corrupt

youl.



| Timothy 5:3-10; 16 (NLT)

3Take care of any widow who has no one else to care for her. 4 But if she has
children or grandchildren, their first responsibility is to show godliness at
home and repay their parents by taking care of them. This is something that
pleases God.

>Now a true widow, a woman who is truly alone in this world, has placed

her hope in God. She prays night and day, asking God for his help. ¢ But the
widow who lives only for pleasure is spiritually dead even while she lives. ’
Give these instructions to the church so that no one will be open to criticism.
& But those who won’t care for their relatives, especially those in their

own household, have denied the true faith. Such people are worse than
unbelievers.

° A widow who is put on the list for support must be a woman who is at least
sixty years old and was faithful to her husband. © She must be well respected
by everyone because of the good she has done. Has she brought up her
children well? Has she been kind to strangers and served other believers
humbly? Has she helped those who are in trouble? Has she always been
ready to do good?

®1f a woman who is a believer has relatives who are widows, she must take
care of them and not put the responsibility on the church. Then the church

can care for the widows who are truly alone.



| Kings 17:8-16 (NLT)

& Then the Lord said to Elijah, °“Go and live in the village of Zarephath, near
the city of Sidon. | have instructed a widow there to feed you.”

10So he went to Zarephath. As he arrived at the gates of the village, he saw
a widow gathering sticks, and he asked her, “Would you please bring me a
little water in a cup?” " As she was going to get it, he called to her, “Bring me
a bite of bread, too.”

2 But she said, “l swear by the Lord your God that | don’t have a single piece
of bread in the house. And | have only a handful of flour left in the jar and a
little cooking oil in the bottom of the jug. | was just gathering a few sticks to
cook this last meal, and then my son and | will die.”

13 But Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid! Go ahead and do just what you've
said but make a little bread for me first. Then use what’s left to prepare a
meal for yourself and your son. ™ For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel,
says: There will always be flour and olive oil left in your containers until the
time when the Lord sends rain and the crops grow again!”

> So she did as Elijah said, and she and Elijah and her family continued to
eat for many days. '® There was always enough flour and olive oil left in the

containers, just as the Lord had promised through Elijah.



intrepret.

01 What were the requirements of the men running the food program?

02 How many men were chosen for the ministry of serving?

03 f a widow has children and/or grandchildren, who is supposed to care
for her?

04 In | Kings, how did God take care of the widow through Elijah?



apply.

01 Can you think of any widows that you need to bring to the church’s
attention?

02 Just like the apostles had to devote their time to prayer and teaching,
think about how you and the partners of Gateway can support our

staff in their priorities.

03 Reflect if God’s calling on you to serve His church. If you're being
called to serve at Gateway, please go to the Gateway Church app - /
next steps - select “join a serve team” to indicate areas of interest for

serving.




bring it together.

The seven men chosen for this service ministry are often referred to as the
first deacons.

It would have been happy for the church, had its ordinary ministers, in every
age, taken the same care for the people committed to their charge, which

the apostles themselves, extraordinary as their office was, did on this and
other occasions. It may be proper to observe here, that in the first church, the
primary business of apostles, evangelists, and elders, was to preach the word
of God; the secondary, to take a kind of paternal care (the church being then
like a family) for the support especially of the poor, the strangers, and the
widows.

The seven men chosen were assigned to these latter areas of support. And

whatever time they had to spare from this, they employed works of spiritual
mercy. But their proper office was to take care of the poor.

Some of these first seven men afterward preached the gospel, not by virtue
of their servanthood, but of another commission, that of evangelists, which

they probably received, not before, but after they were appointed. And it is

not unlikely that others were chosen as stewards in the church, when any of
these first seven began evangelizing.

connect. |

We are available to answer any questions you might have. our input. click

or scan here to
provide feedback

@ info@gtwy.church

We believe life is better in circles. Groups are a great
place to grow in your relationship with other believers
and find encouragement and accountability as you grow
in your relationship with God.

@ www.gtwy.church/groups




