
Studying God’s Word is one of the best 
ways to grow your relationship with God, 
be tuned to the Holy Spirit, and get to 
know Jesus intimately. John 1 tells us that 
the Word is God, the writer of Psalms tells 
us it will light our path, and Jesus tells us in 
John 8 if we abide in His Word, we are truly 
His disciples. 

This tool is just one of the many ways 
to study the Bible and dive deeper into 
the passages we will be studying each 
weekend together. Our hope is that you 
begin to deeply understand  the scripture we will be unpacking and allow God 
to speak to your heart before you even walk through the doors on Sunday. 

This tool is designed to help guide you as you seek to understand the context 
of each verse, what it meant to it’s original audience, and what it means to us 
today.

There are a few ways you can utilize this PDF.

disciple:
// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same.

5 Marks of a Disciple

•	 Know Jesus Intimately

•	 Follow the Holy Spirit 
Relentlessly

•	 Obey God’s Word 
Completely

•	 Love His Church 
Wholeheartedly

•	 Seek the Lost Intentionally
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Print the PDF.

-or-

Download the PDF, open in a notes app, (GoodNotes, Notability, etc), 
fill it out digitally.

-or-

Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal.



Any time you study the Word of God, you should begin with prayer. You’re 
studying God’s book – His very words, written down by men who were 
inspired by the Holy Spirit. Ask God to open the eyes of your understanding 
and to lead you and guide you into all truth. 

Week of September 23rd // Conversation September 29th 
 Acts 6:8 - 7:60

pray.

01 Circle every mention of Stephen, along with pronouns like him and his. 

observe.

Have you ever read the story of Stephen? In Acts 6, Stephen is arrested and 
gives quite an account of Israel’s history and how they treated the prophets 
God sent. This week, we’ll take a look at this event and see how people 
reacted to Stephen’s incredible testimony. 

Let’s start with the beginning of Stephen’s story, and read the leadup to his 
incredible account of Israel’s history. 

Acts 6:8 – 7:1

8 Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed amazing miracles 

and signs among the people. 9 But one day some men from the Synagogue 

of Freed Slaves, as it was called, started to debate with him. They were Jews 

from Cyrene, Alexandria, Cilicia, and the province of Asia. 10 None of them 



could stand against the wisdom and the Spirit with which Stephen spoke.

11 So they persuaded some men to lie about Stephen, saying, “We heard him 

blaspheme Moses, and even God.” 12 This roused the people, the elders, and 

the teachers of religious law. So they arrested Stephen and brought him 

before the high council. 

13 The lying witnesses said, “This man is always speaking against the holy 

Temple and against the law of Moses. 14 We have heard him say that this 

Jesus of Nazareth will destroy the Temple and change the customs Moses 

handed down to us.”

15 At this point everyone in the high council stared at Stephen, because his 

face became as bright as an angel’s. 7:1 - Then the high priest asked Stephen, 

“Are these accusations true?”

intrepret.

01 How is Stephen described in verse 1?

02 What did men from the Synagogue of Freed Slaves do in verse 11?

03 What happened to Stephen in verse 12? Do you think that was fair? 



01 Circle every mention of Stephen, along with pronouns like him and his. 

observe.
Stephen answers the high priest by giving an account of the lives of Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David and Solomon. If you want to read it for 
yourself, consult Acts 7:2-50. It’s truly comprehensive! 

We’re going to pick up our section when Stephen finishes his history of the 
prophets God sent to Israel.  

Acts 7:51 - 60

51 “You stubborn people! You are heathen at heart and deaf to the truth. 

Must you forever resist the Holy Spirit? That’s what your ancestors did, and 

so do you! 52 Name one prophet your ancestors didn’t persecute! They even 

killed the ones who predicted the coming of the Righteous One—the Messiah 

whom you betrayed and murdered. 53 You deliberately disobeyed God’s law, 

even though you received it from the hands of angels.”

54 The Jewish leaders were infuriated by Stephen’s accusation, and they 

shook their fists at him in rage. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed 

steadily into heaven and saw the glory of God, and he saw Jesus standing in 

the place of honor at God’s right hand. 56 And he told them, “Look, I see the 

heavens opened and the Son of Man standing in the place of honor at God’s 

right hand!”

57 Then they put their hands over their ears and began shouting. They 

rushed at him 58 and dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. His 



intrepret.

01 Summarize Stephen’s accusation in vs. 51-53.

02 How did the Jewish leaders react? 

03 What does verse 55 say Stephen was full of? What did he see? 

accusers took off their coats and laid them at the feet of a young man named 

Saul. 

59 As they stoned him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 He 

fell to his knees, shouting, “Lord, don’t charge them with this sin!” And with 

that, he died.

05 What were his last words?

04 What ultimately happened to Stephen?



apply.

01 Read Matthew 10:18-20. What kind of encouragement does Jesus 
give that relates to what happened to Stephen? Can this bring you 
any sort of encouragement if you find yourself before kings and 
government bodies for the sake of the Lord?

02 Do you know of anyone who has a hardened heart like the Jewish 
leaders? They simply don’t want to hear the truth about Jesus. How 
can you be praying for these people today?



bring it together.
Stephen was a man full of God’s grace and power. No one could stand against 

the wisdom and the Spirit with which Stephen spoke. He rightly accused 

Israel of their failure to recognize Jesus as their Messiah. Rather, they rejected 

and murdered Him, as they had rejected and even murdered other prophets 

and faithful men throughout their generations. Stephen’s speech was an 

indictment against Israel. Naturally, these accusations, though true, were not 

well received by the Jews.

Throughout his speech, Stephen repeatedly reminded the Jews of their 

continual rebellion and idolatry, in spite of the mighty works of God He did 

among them. He essentially accused them with their own history, which 

irritated them to the point where they took him away and stoned him to 

death. 

Stephen was full of the Holy Spirit and saw Jesus standing at God’s right 

hand. He was able to pray for Jesus to receive his spirit, asked God to forgive 

the people of their sins, and then died. 

May we have the boldness of Stephen to speak the truth of Jesus, despite the 

consequences – perhaps even ultimately resulting in our death. Like Stephen, 

we will also have Jesus waiting for us at the right hand of the Father. 

connect.
We are available to answer any questions you might have.

	 info@gtwy.church

We believe life is better in circles. Groups are a great 
place to grow in your relationship with other believers 
and find encouragement and accountability as you grow 
in your relationship with God.

	 www.gtwy.church/groups

we value 
your input.  cl ick 
or scan here to 
provide feedback


