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disciple:
// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same.

Studying God’s Word is one of the best
ways to grow your relationship with God, 5 Marks of a Disciple

be tuned to the Holy Spirit, and get to « Know Jesus Intimately
know Jesus intimately. John 1 tells us that
the Word is God, the writer of Psalms tells
us it will light our path, and Jesus tells us in
John 8 if we abide in His Word, we are truly

Follow the Holy Spirit
Relentlessly

Obey God’s Word

His disciples. Completely
. o * Love His Church
This tool is just one of the many ways Wholeheartedly

to study the Bible and dive deeper into
the passages we will be studying each
weekend together. Our hope is that you
begin to deeply understand the scripture we will be unpacking and allow God
to speak to your heart before you even walk through the doors on Sunday.

* Seek the Lost Intentionally

This tool is designed to help guide you as you seek to understand the context
of each verse, what it meant to it’s original audience, and what it means to us
today.

There are a few ways you can utilize this PDF.

01 Print the PDF.
_Or_

02 Doyvnload_the PDF, open in a notes app, (GoodNotes, Notability, etc),
fill it out digitally.
_Or_

03 Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal.
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Week of September 30t // Conversation October 6t
Acts 8:1-3

This week’s key verses from the book of Acts describe the beginning of
the great persecution of the church. Saul is in the thick of it, siding with the

Pharisees.

pray.

Before you begin to study this week’s devotions, ask God to speak to you
from His Word. Ask Him to meet you where you are in your walk with Him.
Ask Him for an open heart and mind.

observe.

01 Mark every reference to Lord/God and His pronouns with a tridngle.
02 Mark every reference to Saul with a circle.

03 Mark every reference to persecute/persecution with an X

Acts 8:1-3 (NLT)

' Saul was one of the witnesses, and he agreed completely with the killing of

Stephen. A great wave of persecution began that day, sweeping over the



church in Jerusalem; and all the believers except the apostles were scattered
through the regions of Judea and Samaria. ? (Some devout men came and
buried Stephen with great mourning.) 3 But Saul was going everywhere to
destroy the church. He went from house to house, dragging out both men

and women to throw them into prison.

Psalm 9:13-14 (NLT)

¥ ord, have mercy on me.

See how my enemies torment me.

Snatch me back from the jaws of death.

14 Save me so | can praise you publicly at Jerusalem’s gates,

so | can rejoice that you have rescued me.

Psalm 119:157 (NLT)

57 Many persecute and trouble me, yet | have not swerved from your laws.

Matthew 5:11 (NLT)

T“God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about

you and say all sorts of evil things against you because you are my followers.



intrepret.

01 In Psalm 9, list a few of the things that the Psalmist is asking of the Lord

02 Jesus is speaking in Matthew 5. What does He say He will do for us if
we are persecuted because we are his followers?

03 To where did all of the believers scatter when the persecution increased?

apply.

01 Reflect on why all the believers scattered to Judea and Samaria, but
all the apostles stayed in Jerusalem.

02 Think about a time in your life where you were lied to or mocked for
your faith. How did you handle it? If you haven’t experienced this yet,
how do you think you will respond?




bring it together.

The curtain rises with Saul playing a central role. Now, Saul wasn’t just a
reluctant persecutor; he was practically doing a victory dance over the
suffering of Christians. In fact, the Greek word used to describe Saul’s attitude
is “suneudokeo,” which means he took pleasure in attacking Christians. Not a
great look for his resume but stay tuned—it gets better!

Stephen’s martyrdom had opened the floodgates. The church was now under
full-scale attack. It wasn’t just the apostles anymore; every believer was in the
crosshairs.

But here’s the twist: Sometimes what seems like a tragedy turns out to be a
divine setup. Picture this: Christians fleeing Jerusalem, scattered throughout
Judea and Samaria, seeking safety. Saul’s persecution had unintended
conseguences—he inadvertently spread the gospel!

connect. |

We are available to answer any questions you might have. our input. click

or scan here to
provide feedback

@ info@gtwy.church

We believe life is better in circles. Groups are a great
place to grow in your relationship with other believers
and find encouragement and accountability as you grow
in your relationship with God.

@ www.gtwy.church/groups




