
Studying God’s Word is one of the best 
ways to grow your relationship with God, 
be tuned to the Holy Spirit, and get to 
know Jesus intimately. John 1 tells us that 
the Word is God, the writer of Psalms tells 
us it will light our path, and Jesus tells us in 
John 8 if we abide in His Word, we are truly 
His disciples. 

This tool is just one of the many ways 
to study the Bible and dive deeper into 
the passages we will be studying each 
weekend together. Our hope is that you 
begin to deeply understand  the scripture we will be unpacking and allow God 
to speak to your heart before you even walk through the doors on Sunday. 

This tool is designed to help guide you as you seek to understand the context 
of each verse, what it meant to it’s original audience, and what it means to us 
today.

There are a few ways you can utilize this PDF.

encounter.
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

disciple:
// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same.

5 Marks of a Disciple

•	 Know Jesus Intimately

•	 Follow the Holy Spirit 
Relentlessly

•	 Obey God’s Word 
Completely

•	 Love His Church 
Wholeheartedly

•	 Seek the Lost Intentionally
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Print the PDF.

-or-

Download the PDF, open in a notes app, (GoodNotes, Notability, etc), 
fill it out digitally.

-or-

Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal.
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encounter.
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

Week of May 13th // Conversation May 19th 
Acts 5:1-11

pray.

observe.

01 Circle all references to the Holy Spirit.

Before you begin to study this week’s devotions, ask God to speak 
to you from His Word. Ask Him to meet you where you’re at in your 
walk with Him. Ask Him for an open heart and mind.

02 Mark all references to money/tithes/offering with a $.

03 Underline all references to Ananias and Sapphira.

The “Make Every Effort” theme continues as this week’s message 
describes an extremely dramatic event in the early church.  On 
the outside, Ananias and Sapphira looked just like another church 
member named Barnabas who was introduced in Acts 4. Barnabas 
had just sold his property and brought the money to the apostles, 
and to the casual observer, Ananias and Sapphira were doing the 
same thing. But deep in their heart lingered a love of money and 
a desire for people’s praise. So they conspired together to present 
a portion of their money while passing it off as the entire amount. 
This is worlds apart from the attitude of Barnabas but looks very 
similar. We may be able to get away with this sort of duplicity for a 
while, but if someone looks closely, the lies are there, threatening to 
undo everything. 



Acts 5:1-11 (NLT)

1 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also 

sold a piece of property. 2 With his wife’s full knowledge he kept 

back part of the money for himself but brought the rest and put it 

at the apostles’ feet.

3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your 

heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for 

yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn’t it 

belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the 

money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a 

thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to God.”

5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear 

seized all who heard what had happened. 6 Then some young 

men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and 

buried him.

7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had 

happened. 8 Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this the price you and 

Ananias got for the land?”

“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.”

9 Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit of 

the Lord? Listen! The feet of the men who buried your husband are 

at the door, and they will carry you out also.”



10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the 

young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and 

buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear seized the whole 

church and all who heard about these events.

Matthew 6:2-3 (NIV)

2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with 

trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the 

streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do 

not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.

Malachi 3:8-9 (NIV) 

8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, ‘How 

are we robbing you?’ In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a 

curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me.”

Philippians 2:3 (NIV) 

3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 

humility value others above yourselves.





In Malachi, how were the people robbing God?01

interpret.

02 How are we to handle giving to the needy? What frame of 
mind should we have?

03 What was the state of the church after the incident with 
Ananias and Sapphira occurred?



apply.

01 What do you think was Ananias and Sapphira’s motivation 
in lying to Peter?

Reflect on Peter’s statement, “You have not lied just to human 
beings but to God.” What did he mean by saying that?02



bring it together.
Church-goers Ananias and Sapphira sold a piece of land, kept part 

of the profits, and donated the rest to the church. Unfortunately, 

they felt the need to insist that the money represented the entire 

proceeds of the sale. The Holy Spirit tasked Peter with pronouncing 

God’s judgment on them. The judgment was not because they 

were obligated to give more, but because they lied about what 

they gave. That represented dishonesty towards the church, and 

an attempt to lie to God. The text doesn’t explain Ananias and 

Sapphira’s motivation, but they clearly are more concerned with 

looking good than being good.

This event served as a sobering reminder of the seriousness of 

deceit within the community and the holiness that God demanded 

from His people. 

connect.
We are available to answer any questions you might have.

	 info@gtwy.church

We believe life is better in circles. Groups are a great 
place to grow in your relationship with other believers 
and find encouragement and accountability as you grow 
in your relationship with God.

	 www.gtwy.church/groups

we value 
your input.  cl ick 
or scan here to 
provide feedback


