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disciple:
// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same.

Studying God’s Word is one of the best
ways to grow your relationship with God, 5 Marks of a Disciple

be tuned to the Holy Spirit, and get to « Know Jesus Intimately
know Jesus intimately. John 1 tells us that
the Word is God, the writer of Psalms tells
us it will light our path, and Jesus tells us in
John 8 if we abide in His Word, we are truly

Follow the Holy Spirit
Relentlessly

Obey God’s Word

His disciples. Completely
. o * Love His Church
This tool is just one of the many ways Wholeheartedly

to study the Bible and dive deeper into
the passages we will be studying each
weekend together. Our hope is that you
begin to deeply understand the scripture we will be unpacking and allow God
to speak to your heart before you even walk through the doors on Sunday.

* Seek the Lost Intentionally

This tool is designed to help guide you as you seek to understand the context
of each verse, what it meant to it’s original audience, and what it means to us
today.

There are a few ways you can utilize this PDF.

01 Print the PDF.
_Or_

02 Doyvnload_the PDF, open in a notes app, (GoodNotes, Notability, etc),
fill it out digitally.
_Or_

03 Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal.
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Week of May 20t // Conversation May 26"
Suffering for the Name of Jesus

The portion of Scripture that we're going to study today happens
after the apostles were performing many signs and wonders among
the people (Acts 5:12). People were believing and being brought

to the apostles for healing. Crowds were forming and people were
being healed!

pray.

Sometimes we don’t always know what we should say when

we pray. We may get tongue-tied or be at a loss for words. The
aches and pains of our hearts may be too heavy to even put into
sentences. Romans 8:26 says, “Likewise the Spirit helps us in our
weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but
the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for
words.” In these moments, the Holy Spirit can intercede for you to
the Father. If that’s where you're at today, lean into that Scripture
before you begin your study today.

observe.

01 Simply read the text below, section by section. Underline
anything that stands out to you.



Acts 5:17 - 42 (NLT)

7 The high priest and his officials, who were Sadducees, were filled
with jealousy. ® They arrested the apostles and put them in the
public jail. ® But an angel of the Lord came at night, opened the
gates of the jail, and brought them out. Then he told them, 2° “Go

to the Temple and give the people this message of life!”

21 So at daybreak the apostles entered the Temple, as they were
told, and immediately began teaching. When the high priest

and his officials arrived, they convened the high council—the full
assembly of the elders of Israel. Then they sent for the apostles to
be brought from the jail for trial. 2> But when the Temple guards
went to the jail, the men were gone. So they returned to the
council and reported, 2* “The jail was securely locked, with the
guards standing outside, but when we opened the gates, no one

was there!”

24When the captain of the Temple guard and the leading priests
heard this, they were perplexed, wondering where it would all end.
25> Then someone arrived with startling news: “The men you put in
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jail are standing in the Temple, teaching the people



26 The captain went with his Temple guards and arrested the
apostles, but without violence, for they were afraid the people
would stone them. 2 Then they brought the apostles before the
high council, where the high priest confronted them. 22 “We gave
you strict orders never again to teach in this man’s name!” he said.
“Instead, you have filled all Jerusalem with your teaching about

him, and you want to make us responsible for his death!”

29 But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather
than any human authority. *° The God of our ancestors raised Jesus
from the dead after you killed him by hanging him on a cross. *
Then God put him in the place of honor at his right hand as Prince
and Savior. He did this so the people of Israel would repent of their
sins and be forgiven. 32 We are witnesses of these things and so is

the Holy Spirit, who is given by God to those who obey him.”

33 When they heard this, the high council was furious and decided
to kill them. ** But one member, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, who
was an expert in religious law and respected by all the people,
stood up and ordered that the men be sent outside the council
chamber for a while. *°> Then he said to his colleagues, “Men of

Israel, take care what you are planning to do to these men! ¢ Some



time ago there was that fellow Theudas, who pretended to be
someone great. About 400 others joined him, but he was killed,
and all his followers went their various ways. The whole movement
came to nothing. 3’ After him, at the time of the census, there was
Judas of Galilee. He got people to follow him, but he was killed,

too, and all his followers were scattered.

38 “So my advice is, leave these men alone. Let them go. If they
are planning and doing these things merely on their own, it will
soon be overthrown. *° But if it is from God, you will not be able
to overthrow them. You may even find yourselves fighting against
God!”

40 The others accepted his advice. They called in the apostles and
had them flogged. Then they ordered them never again to speak

in the name of Jesus, and they let them go.

“The apostles left the high council rejoicing that God had counted
them worthy to suffer disgrace for the name of Jesus. 42 And every
day, in the Temple and from house to house, they continued to

teach and preach this message: “Jesus is the Messiah.”



interpret.

O1

02

03

04

What were the reactions of the high priest and some of
the Sadducees when the people were being healed?

What happened to the apostles in verse 187

How did they get out of jail? What did they do next? Who
gave them their instructions?

What was Gamaliel’s advice to the counsel in verses 38-39?



apply.

01 What would you do if you were put into jail for the sake of
the Gospel?

02 Have you ever sensed the Holy Spirit prompting you to do
something bold (like preaching the Gospel after you just got
released from prison for doing just that)? Were you afraid to
listen?

03 What do you feel in your heart when you read verse 29?

04 What was Gamaliel’s advice to the counsel in verses 38-397?




apply.

04 How would you behave if you got flogged like the apostles
and were warned not to preach the name of Jesus? (verse
40) Would you listen? By the way, the Greek word for
“flogged” means “to flay, scourge, thrash, beat or smite”.
This was no ordinary beating!

05 Would you consider yourself worthy to suffer disgrace for the
name of Jesus if it came down to it? If you were wrongfully
accused and flogged, would you count yourself worthy to
suffer?



bring it together.

In this section of Acts, we find the apostles healing and preaching
the name of Jesus. The high priest and the Sadducees were filled
with jealousy. Others were filled with the “message of life” (v. 20).

Isn’t that how it goes even today? As we preach and share the
name of Jesus, some hear and are healed (physically or spiritually).
Others react with jealousy, hatred, annoyance and envy.

The apostles were arrested twice. They were even flogged. Not to
get gross on you, but the meaning of this word is to rip skin off. This
was a terrible beating! They suffered physically and were charged
not to preach the name of Jesus anymore.

Imagine if that happened to you. What if you were arrested for
talking about Jesus? What if you were subject to horrible physical
brutality for your faith? If someone told you not to spread the
message of Jesus anymore, would you listen?

Sit with these provoking questions today and do a heart check.
What are you willing to give up for the name of Jesus? Are you
willing to suffer for the sake of the Gospel? How does this stir you
to pray for those who are currently suffering around the world?

connect.

We are available to answer any questions you might have.

we value
our input. click

@ info@gtwy.church or scan here to

provide feedback

We believe life is better in circles. Groups are a great
place to grow in your relationship with other believers
and find encouragement and accountability as you grow
in your relationship with God.

@ www.gtwy.church/groups




