
Studying God’s Word is one of the best 
ways to grow your relationship with God, 
be tuned to the Holy Spirit, and get to 
know Jesus intimately. John 1 tells us that 
the Word is God, the writer of Psalms tells 
us it will light our path, and Jesus tells us in 
John 8 if we abide in His Word, we are truly 
His disciples. 

This tool is just one of the many ways 
to study the Bible and dive deeper into 
the passages we will be studying each 
weekend together. Our hope is that you 
begin to deeply understand  the scripture we will be unpacking and allow God 
to speak to your heart before you even walk through the doors on Sunday. 

This tool is designed to help guide you as you seek to understand the context 
of each verse, what it meant to it’s original audience, and what it means to us 
today.

There are a few ways you can utilize this PDF.

encounter.
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

disciple:
// someone who follows Jesus and leads others to do the same.

5 Marks of a Disciple

•	 Know Jesus Intimately

•	 Follow the Holy Spirit 
Relentlessly

•	 Obey God’s Word 
Completely

•	 Love His Church 
Wholeheartedly

•	 Seek the Lost Intentionally
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Print the PDF.

-or-

Download the PDF, open in a notes app, (GoodNotes, Notability, etc), 
fill it out digitally.

-or-

Use the PDF to transcribe into a notebook or journal.



Mark all references to Jesus Christ with a cross.

encounter.
a step-by-step guide through Scripture

Week of April 15th // Conversation April 21th 

pray.

observe.
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02

Put a triangle over every mention of God.

All who are genuine followers of the Lord Jesus Christ are members 
of the body of Christ -- the church. God did not design us to be 
spiritual hermits – we are to meet together. One key reason is so 
that we can build up and encourage each other in our walk with the 
Lord. One very important way we encourage and build up fellow 
believers is to pray for one another. Before you begin this week’s 
devotional, ask the Holy Spirit for guidance and insight.

Underline all references to Peter and John.03

The “Make Every Effort” series continues as this week’s message 
describes the reaction of the Sanhedrin to Peter’s claim that he and 
John healed a lame man by the power of Jesus’ name.  The Sanhe-
drin is frustrated to learn that the followers of Jesus are in Jerusa-
lem, healing and preaching and gathering more followers.  These 
verses explain how the religious rulers of Jerusalem tried to stop 
Peter and John from preaching after the healing of the man born 
lame.

Circle all references to obey/obedience.04



Acts 4:1-22 (NLT)

1 While Peter and John were speaking to the people, they were 

confronted by the priests, the captain of the Temple guard, and 

some of the Sadducees. 2 These leaders were very disturbed that 

Peter and John were teaching the people that through Jesus there 

is a resurrection of the dead. 3 They arrested them and, since it was 

already evening, put them in jail until morning. 4 But many of the 

people who heard their message believed it, so the number of men 

who believed now totaled about 5,000.

5 The next day the council of all the rulers and elders and teachers 

of religious law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was 

there, along with Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and other relatives of 

the high priest. 7 They brought in the two disciples and demanded, 

“By what power, or in whose name, have you done this?”

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and 

elders of our people, 9 are we being questioned today because 

we’ve done a good deed for a crippled man? Do you want to know 

how he was healed? 10 Let me clearly state to all of you and to all 

the people of Israel that he was healed by the powerful name of 



Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the man you crucified but whom God 

raised from the dead. 11 For Jesus is the one referred to in the 

Scriptures, where it says,

‘The stone that you builders rejected

    has now become the cornerstone.’

12 There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name 

under heaven by which we must be saved.”

13 The members of the council were amazed when they saw the 

boldness of Peter and John, for they could see that they were 

ordinary men with no special training in the Scriptures. They also 

recognized them as men who had been with Jesus. 14 But since 

they could see the man who had been healed standing right there 

among them, there was nothing the council could say. 15 So they 

ordered Peter and John out of the council chamber and conferred 

among themselves.

16 “What should we do with these men?” they asked each other. 

“We can’t deny that they have performed a miraculous sign, and 

everybody in Jerusalem knows about it. 17 But to keep them from 



spreading their propaganda any further, we must warn them not 

to speak to anyone in Jesus’ name again.” 18 So they called the 

apostles back in and commanded them never again to speak or 

teach in the name of Jesus.

19 But Peter and John replied, “Do you think God wants us to obey 

you rather than him? 20 We cannot stop telling about everything 

we have seen and heard.”

21 The council then threatened them further, but they finally let 

them go because they didn’t know how to punish them without 

starting a riot. For everyone was praising God 22 for this miraculous 

sign—the healing of a man who had been lame for more than forty 

years.



Psalm 118:22-24 (NLT)

22 The stone that the builders rejected

    has now become the cornerstone.

23 This is the LORD’s doing,

    and it is wonderful to see.

24 This is the day the LORD has made.

    We will rejoice and be glad in it.

I Samuel 15:22 (NLT)

22 But Samuel replied,

“What is more pleasing to the LORD:

    your burnt offerings and sacrifices

    or your obedience to his voice?

Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice,

    and submission is better than offering the fat of rams.

Luke 11:28 (NLT)

28 Jesus replied, “But even more blessed are all who hear the word 

of God and put it into practice.”



List the eleven groups or individuals that were opposing 

the apostles. (Hint: Acts 4:5)

01

02 The word, boldness, means lucid and daring statement. In 

the Greek, the word is parresia, (par-rhay-see’-ah) with a 

definition of “telling it all.”  From whom did Peter receive 

his boldness?

interpret.

02 Who told Peter and John to stop healing?



apply.

01 Think back on a time when you were blessed when you put 
the word of God into practice. (See Luke 11:28)

02 The council stated, “We can’t deny that they have performed 
a miraculous sign, and everybody in Jerusalem knows about 
it.”  Think about how you would share a miracle occurring in 
your life or your family or friends with others. 

03 Peter and John shared that they had no choice but to obey 
God instead of man.  Think back to a time when you maybe 
had to make this choice. What factors did you consider 
before you made your decision?



bring it together.
God had just used Peter and John to heal a beggar in his forties 

who had been lame from birth.  The spectacle of this man walking, 

leaping, and praising God drew a crowd, and Peter proclaimed the 

gospel to them.  Suddenly they were interrupted as the priests, 

the captain of the temple guard, and the Sadducees came upon 

them, extremely upset that they were teaching the people and 

proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead.

Although they were on trial before this intimidating council, Peter 

quickly turned the table on the Sanhedrin, showing that it was they 

who were on trial.  The members of the council were amazed at the 

confidence of Peter and John, who had not been educated in the 

rabbinical schools.  The council commanded Peter and John not to 

speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.  Peter and John replied 

that they had to obey God and not man.

Acts 26:10 gives us reason to believe Paul (Saul) was a member 

of the Sanhedrin to cast his vote against the early Christians.  If 

this is true, we can say that Peter and John had no idea they were 

preaching to a future apostle and the greatest missionary the 

church would ever see.  It is an example of the truth that we have 

no idea how greatly God can use us.

connect.
We are available to answer any questions you might have.

	 info@gtwy.church

We believe life is better in circles. Groups are a great 
place to grow in your relationship with other believers 
and find encouragement and accountability as you grow 
in your relationship with God.

	 www.gtwy.church/groups

we value 
your input.  cl ick 
or scan here to 
provide feedback


