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PHILIPPIANS 3:18-20



WE ARE: TEMPORARY RESIDENTS



WE ARE: TEMPORARY RESIDENTS

“Dear friends, I warn you as temporary 
residents and foreigners to keep away from 
worldly desires that wage war against your 
very souls.”

1 Peter 2:11



WE ARE: SEATED WITH CHRIST IN CHRIST



WE ARE: SEATED WITH CHRIST IN CHRIST

“For he raised us from the dead along with 
Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 
realms because we are united with Christ 
Jesus.”

Ephesians 2:6



WE ARE: NOT IN OUR PERMANENT HOME



“For this world is not our permanent home; we 
are looking forward to a home yet to come. 
Therefore, let us offer through Jesus a continual 
sacrifice of praise to God, proclaiming our 
allegiance to his name.”

Hebrews 13:14-15

WE ARE: NOT IN OUR PERMANENT HOME



WE ARE: NOT A PART OF THIS WORLD



WE ARE: NOT A PART OF THIS WORLD

“So put to death the sinful, earthly things 
lurking within you…You used to do these things 
when your life was still part of this world.”

Colossians 3:5,7



WE ARE: NOT A PART OF THIS WORLD

“If the world hates you, remember that it hated 
me first. The world would love you as one of its 
own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer 
part of the world. I chose you to come out of the 
world, so it hates you.”

John 15:18-19



WHEN WE FORGET
WHERE WE’RE FROM
WE’RE ENAMORED

WITH WHERE WE ARE



“They agreed that they were foreigners and 
nomads here on earth. Obviously people who 
say such things are looking forward to a 
country they can call their own.

Hebrews 11:13-16



If they had longed for the country they came 
from, they could have gone back. But they 
were looking for a better place, a heavenly 
homeland. That is why God is not ashamed 
to be called their God, for he has prepared a 
city for them.”

Hebrews 11:13-16



GENDER / SEXUALITY



MARRIAGE



VALUES



ETHICS



SUCCESS



IDENTITY



MONEY



RIGHTS



TRUTH



“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of 
this world, but let God transform you into a 
new person by changing the way you think. 
Then you will learn to know God’s will for 
you, which is good and pleasing and 
perfect.”

Romans 12:2



“If you read history you will find that the 
Christians who did most for the present 
world were just those who thought most of 
the next…

C.S. Lewis – Mere Christianity (1952)



It is since Christians have largely ceased to 
think of the other world that they have 
become so ineffective in this. Aim at Heaven 
and you will get earth thrown in: aim at 
earth and you will get neither."

C.S. Lewis – Mere Christianity (1952)



WAYS TO INTERACT:



WAYS TO INTERACT:

“You adulterers! Don’t you realize that 
friendship with the world makes you an enemy 
of God? I say it again: If you want to be a friend 
of the world, you make yourself an enemy of 
God.”

James 4:4



WAYS TO INTERACT: INDIFFERENCE



WAYS TO INTERACT: INDIFFERENCE

“For this is how God loved the world: He gave 
his one and only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him will not perish but have eternal 
life.”

John 3:16



WAYS TO INTERACT: HIDE



WAYS TO INTERACT: HIDE

“I’m not asking you to take them out of the 
world, but to keep them safe from the evil one. 
They do not belong to this world any more than I 
do…. Just as you sent me into the world, I am 
sending them into the world.”

John 17:15-18



WAYS TO INTERACT: CONFORM



WAYS TO INTERACT: CONFORM

“Do not love this world nor the things it offers 
you, for when you love the world, you do not 
have the love of the Father in you.

1 John 2:15-17



WAYS TO INTERACT: CONFORM

For the world offers only a craving for physical 
pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and 
pride in our achievements and possessions. 
These are not from the Father, but are from 
this world.

1 John 2:15-17



WAYS TO INTERACT: CONFORM

And this world is fading away, along with 
everything that people crave. But anyone who 
does what pleases God will live forever.”

1 John 2:15-17



WAYS TO INTERACT: CONFORM

“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this 
world, but let God transform you into a new 
person by changing the way you think...”

Romans 12:2



WAYS TO INTERACT: CONDEMN



WAYS TO INTERACT: CONDEMN

“God sent his Son into the world not to judge 
the world, but to save the world through him.”

John 3:17



WE’RE IN IT
- NOT OF IT –

CAUSE HE’S FOR IT



WE ARE CITIZENS OF HEAVEN 
LIVING AS RESIDENT ALIENS 

FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOSPEL.



WAYS TO INTERACT: ENGAGE



WAYS TO INTERACT: ENGAGE

“Be careful to live properly among your 
unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they accuse 
you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable 
behavior, and they will give honor to God when 
he judges the world.”

1 Peter 2:12



WAYS TO INTERACT: ENGAGE

“Because we understand our fearful 
responsibility to the Lord, we work hard to 
persuade others…. God has given us this task of 
reconciling people to him.

2 Corinthians 5:11,18-21



WAYS TO INTERACT: ENGAGE

For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to 
himself, no longer counting people’s sins against 
them. And he gave us this wonderful message of 
reconciliation.

2 Corinthians 5:11,18-21



WAYS TO INTERACT: ENGAGE

So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making 
his appeal through us. We speak for Christ 
when we plead, Come back to God!

2 Corinthians 5:11,18-21



WAYS TO INTERACT: ENGAGE

For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be 
the offering for our sin, so that we could be 
made right with God through Christ.”

2 Corinthians 5:11,18-21



WE’RE IN IT
- NOT OF IT –

CAUSE HE’S FOR IT



“Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, 
conducting yourselves in a manner worthy of the 
Good News about Christ… standing together with 
one spirit and one purpose… Don’t be 
intimidated in any way by your enemies… We are 
in this struggle together...”

Philippians 1:27-30


