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“Your love for one another will prove to 
the world that you are my disciples.”

John 13:35



LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER                      
IS THE DISTINGUISHING MARK             

OF A CHRISTIAN





“Dear children, let’s not merely say that 
we love each other; let us show the truth 
by our actions. Our actions will show that 
we belong to the truth, so we will be 
confident when we stand before God.”

1 John 3:18-19





“If I could speak all the languages of earth 
and of angels, but didn’t love others, I 
would only be a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal.

1 Corinthians 13:1-3



If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I 
understood all of God’s secret plans and 
possessed all knowledge, and if I had such 
faith that I could move mountains, but
didn’t love others, I would be nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:1-3



If I gave everything I have to the poor and 
even sacrificed my body, I could boast 
about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would 
have gained nothing.”

1 Corinthians 13:1-3



GREATER THAN > LESS THAN <



SPIRITUAL MATURITY  < LOVE
ELOQUENT SPEECH  < LOVE

PERSONAL SACRIFICE  < LOVE
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ELOQUENT SPEECH  < LOVE

PERSONAL SACRIFICE  < LOVE
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“Love is an orientation towards others for 
their glory and for their good.”

Jared Wilson (Midwestern Seminary)



“Love is patient

1 Corinthians 13:4



“Love is patient

1 Corinthians 13:4

Ἡ ἀγάπη μακροθυμεῖ



“Love is patient

1 Corinthians 13:4

Ἡ ἀγάπη μακροθυμεῖ

To be of a long spirit
To persevere patiently and bravely
Enduring misfortunes and troubles



PATIENT:

Vine’s Expository Dictionary 
of Biblical Words

“Long-suffering is that quality of self-restraint
in the face of provocation which does not 
hastily retaliate or promptly punish; it is the 
opposite of anger, and is associated with 
mercy, and it's used to describe God.”



PATIENT:

“To be patient in bearing the offenses and 
injuries of others; to be mild and slow in 
avenging; to be longsuffering, slow to anger, 
slow to punish.”

Thayer's Greek Lexicon



EVERY ANNOYANCE
IS AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR LOVE TO SHINE



“The Lord isn’t really being slow about his 
promise, as some people think. No, he is 
being patient for your sake. He does not 
want anyone to be destroyed, but wants 
everyone to repent.”

2 Peter 3:9



PATIENT:

St. John Chrysostom (347-407)

“It is a word which is used of the man 
who is wronged and who has it easily in 
his power to avenge himself but will 
never do it.”



PATIENT:

St. John Chrysostom (347-407)

“There is nothing as impenetrable as 
true patience.”



LOVE IS PATIENT:



GRACIOUSLY DOING LIFE                         
AT SOMEONE ELSE’S PACE
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PUTTING PATIENCE INTO PRACTICE:
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“God showed how much he loved us by 
sending his one and only Son into the 
world so that we might have eternal life 
through him.

1 John 4:9-11



This is real love - not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us and sent his Son as a 
sacrifice to take away our sins.

1 John 4:9-11



Dear friends, since God loved us that 
much, we surely ought to love each 
other.”

1 John 4:9-11



GRACIOUSLY DOING LIFE                         
AT SOMEONE ELSE’S PACE

LOVE IS PATIENT:



THE WHY:

Exodus 34:6

“…I am slow to anger and filled with 
unfailing love and faithfulness.”



THE WHY:

Numbers 14:18

“The Lord is slow to anger and filled with 
unfailing love, forgiving every kind of sin 
and rebellion…”



THE WHY:

Nehemiah 9:17

“…But you are a God of forgiveness, 
gracious and merciful, slow to become 
angry, and rich in unfailing love…”



THE WHY:

Psalm 145:8-9

“The Lord is merciful and compassionate, 
slow to get angry and filled with unfailing 
love. The Lord is good to everyone. He 
showers compassion on all his creation.”



THE WHY:

Lamentations 3:22-23

“The faithful love of the Lord never ends! 
His mercies never cease. Great is his 
faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each 
morning.”



THE WHY:

Joel 2:13

“…Return to the Lord your God, for he is 
merciful and compassionate, slow to get 
angry and filled with unfailing love. He is 
eager to relent and not punish.”


