


The Resurrection
GTWY.LIFE / YouVersion

gtwy.life/skeptical



IF THE RESURRECTION CLAIM IS FALSE
THEN CHRISTIANITY IS AN EVIL PLOY
AND JESUS A LIAR



IF THE RESURRECTION CLAIM IS FALSE
THEN CHRISTIANITY IS AN EVIL PLOY
AND JESUS A LIAR

IF THE RESURRECTION CLAIM IS TRUE
THEN CHRISTIANITY IS GOD’S PLAN

AND JESUS THE ONLY WAY



“And if there is no resurrection of the dead, then 
Christ has not been raised. And if Christ has not 
been raised, then your faith is useless and you are 
still guilty of your sins.

1 Corinthians 15:16-19



In that case, all who have died believing in Christ are 
lost! And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we 
are more to be pitied than anyone in the world.”

1 Corinthians 15:16-19



“In a profound sense, Christianity without the 
resurrection is not simply Christianity without its 
final chapter. It is not Christianity at all.”

Gerald O’Collins (The Easter Jesus)



“Jesus's resurrection is Christianity's
linchpin. It holds everything together and
is the grounds on which Christianity's
truthfulness stands or falls.”

Adam S. Francisco (The Resurrection Fact:
Responding to Critics. Edited by: Bombaro & Francisco)



“If someone does not believe in the literal 
resurrection of Jesus, then he should have the 
honesty to say that he is not a Christian.”

Gerd Ludemann (The Great Deception)



MIRACLES / RESURRECTION
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• A miracle is by definition a rare occurrence.
• The evidence for the regular is always greater than that for 

the rare.
• A wise man always bases his belief on the greater evidence.

• Therefore, a wise man should never believe in miracles.



“If there is no God then the laws of nature are the 
ultimate determinants of what happens. But if there 
is a God, then whether and for how long and under 
what circumstances laws of nature operate depend 
on God.”

Richard Swinburne (Evidence For God)



PROOF / EVIDENCE



“We can discover much evidence for the 
resurrection but we cannot offer proof. Proof 
requires reproducibility. We cannot
reproduce the resurrection of Jesus in a
laboratory. 

W. Ross Hastings (The Resurrection of Jesus Christ)



This is a discussion within the realm of history, not 
the natural sciences. We can show that the 
resurrection is a historical fact on the basis of critical 
realism as it applies to history, but not on the basis 
of logical positivism.”

W. Ross Hastings (The Resurrection of Jesus Christ)



“The purpose of the historian is not to construct a 
history from preconceived notions and to adjust it 
to his own liking, but to reproduce it from the best 
evidence and to let it speak for itself.”

Philip Schaff (The History of the Christian Church)
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• The body was removed by someone unconnected 
with Jesus.

Geza Vermes
The Resurrection: History and Myth

• The body was stolen by the disciples.

• The empty tomb (the tomb visited by the women) 
was not the tomb of Jesus.

• Buried alive, Jesus later left the tomb.
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THE TESTIMONY OF WOMEN



“Let not the testimony of women be admitted, on 
account of the levity and boldness of their sex.”

Josephus
Antiquities of the Jews



“Let the words of the Law be burned rather than 
delivered to women”

“Blessed is he whose children are male, but woe to 
him whose children are female.”

Rabbinical Sayings:
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EVIDENCE OF THE RESURRECTION

APPEARANCES AFTER DEATH



“He was seen by Peter and then by the Twelve. After 
that, he was seen by more than 500 of his followers 
at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 
some have died. Then he was seen by James and 
later by all the apostles.”

1 Corinthians 15:5-9



“Last of all, as though I had been born at the wrong 
time, I also saw him. For I am the least of all the 
apostles. In fact, I’m not even worthy to be called an 
apostle after the way I persecuted God’s church.”

1 Corinthians 15:5-9
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ACTS 9:1-31



EVIDENCE OF THE RESURRECTION

THE RESPONSE OF THE DISCIPLES



“I know in their own terms what they saw was the 
raised Jesus. That's what they say, and then all the 
historic evidence we have
afterwards attest to their conviction that that's what 
they saw.

Paula Fredriksen (Unbelieving New Testament Scholar:
ABC Interview with Peter Jennings – July 2000)



I'm not saying that they really did see the raised 
Jesus. I wasn't there. I don't know what they saw. 
But I do know that as a historian that they must 
have seen something.”

Paula Fredriksen (Unbelieving New Testament Scholar:
ABC Interview with Peter Jennings – July 2000)



“That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting 
behind locked doors because they were afraid of the 
Jewish leaders.”

John 20:19
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EVIDENCE OF THE RESURRECTION

THE DEATH OF HIS BROTHER JAMES



“The evidence for Jesus’ resurrection is so strong 
that nobody would question it except for two things:  
First, it is a very unusual event.  And second, if you 
believe it happened, you have to change the way 
you live.”

Wolfhart Pennenberg (Prism Magazine: 
March/April 1997)



“Death is swallowed up in victory.
O death, where is your victory?

O death, where is your sting…

But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and 
death through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

1 Corinthians 15:54-57
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